LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AND
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
AGENDA
DATE: Monday, March 7, 2022 TIME: 4:30 p.m.
Notice: This meeting will be held pursuant to AB 361, which provides waivers to certain
Brown Act provisions during a proclaimed state of emergency when state or local
officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing, and
allows some or all of the Sweetwater Authority Board of Directors to attend this meeting
telephonically or via video conference. Additionally, there will be no physical location
from which members of the public may participate. Instead, the public may listen and/or
view the meeting proceedings and provide public comment and comments on agenda
items by following these instructions:
To join via Zoom Webinar from a computer, tablet, or smartphone,
click on the link below:
https://zoom.us/j/91458023440
To join this meeting via telephone, please dial:
1-669-900-6833 or 1-253-215-8782
Meeting ID: 914 5802 3440
If you are unable to access the meeting using this call-in information, please contact the
Board Secretary at (619) 409-6703 for assistance.
Public comments on non-agenda items or on any item of the agenda may be submitted
in writing before the meeting OR provided verbally during the meeting via call-in option or
an internet-based service option, as described below:
Providing written comments before the meeting:
-

Go to www.sweetwater.org; click on the “HOW DO I…” at the top of the page; and
then click on the “Public Comment” link in the Contact section.

-

Physically deposit your public comment in the Authority’s payment drop box
located in the public parking lot at the Authority’s Administrative Office at 505
Garrett Avenue, Chula Vista.

-

Mail your comments to 505 Garrett Avenue, Chula Vista, CA 91910 [Attention:
Public Comment].

OR

OR
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All written public comment submissions must be received 1 hour in advance of the
meeting and will be read aloud to the Board during the appropriate portion of the meeting
with a reading limit of 3 minutes for each comment.
Providing verbal comments during the meeting:
The Chair will inquire prior to Board discussion if there are any comments from the public
on each item.
-

Via Zoom Webinar go to Participants List, hover over your name and click on “Raise
Hand.” This will notify the moderator that you wish to speak during Oral
Communication or during a specific item on the agenda.

-

Via phone, you can raise your hand by pressing *9 to notify the moderator that you
wish to speak during the current item.

Any person with a disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to
participate in a meeting should direct such request to the Board Secretary at (619) 4096703 at least forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting, if possible. The above public
comment procedures supersede any Authority standard public comment policies and
procedures to the contrary.
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
2.
3.
4.

ITEMS TO BE ADDED, WITHDRAWN, OR REORDERED IN THE AGENDA.
PUBLIC COMMENT.

Opportunity for members of the public to address the Committee. (Government Code Section 54954.3).

ACTION AGENDA.

The following items on the Action Agenda call for discussion and action by the Committee. All items are
placed on the Agenda so that the Committee may discuss and take action on the item if the Committee is
so inclined, including items listed for information.

A. “State Legislative Update”, Presentation by Glenn Farrel, GF Advocacy
(Information Item)
B. Federal Legislative Update (Information Item)
C. Water Efficiency Business Outreach Program (Information Item)
D. Consideration of Requests for Proposals for On-call Communications Consulting
Services
E. Consideration of Application for the CivicSpark Fellows Program
5.

6.

DIRECTORS’ COMMENTS.

Directors’ comments are comments by Directors concerning Authority business that may be of interest to the
Committee. Directors’ comments are placed on the Agenda to enable individual Board members to convey information
to the Board and the Public. There is no discussion or action taken on comments made by Board members.

NEXT MEETING DATE: To be determined.

2

SWEETWATER AUTHORITY LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AND COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
AGENDA – Regular Meeting of March 7, 2022 – 4:30 p.m.
Page 3 of 3

7.

ADJOURNMENT.

This agenda was posted at least seventy-two (72) hours before the meeting in a location freely accessible to the Public on the exterior
bulletin board at the main entrance to the Authority’s office and it is also posted on the Authority’s website at www.sweetwater.org. No
action may be taken on any item not appearing on the posted agenda, except as provided by California Government Code Section
54954.2. Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the members of the Sweetwater Authority Governing Board regarding any
item on this agenda will be made available for public inspection at the Authority Administration Office, located at 505 Garrett Avenue,
Chula Vista, CA 91910, during normal business hours. Upon request, this agenda will be made available in appropriate alternative
formats to persons with disabilities, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Any person with a
disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting should direct such request to the Board
Secretary at (619) 409-6703 at least forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting, if possible.
To e-subscribe to receive meeting agendas and other pertinent information, please visit www.sweetwater.org.
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Sweetwater Authority
Legislative and Communications Committee

March 7, 2022

2022 State Legislative Session
•

Legislature began 2022 legislative session on
January 3

•

Deadline for 2‐year bills ‐ January 31

•

Deadline for new bill introductions –
February 18
• 2,110 bills introduced for 2022

•

Ongoing COVID operations
Expanding timing for bill hearings by waiving
some procedural rules
• Remote access, advocacy, testimony
•

•

Transition to temporary State Capitol facility –
“Swing Space”
2
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Election Year Update
Election year politics and redistricting are already impacting the 2022 legislative session

•

22 legislators have opted not to seek re‐election or have resigned mid‐term
6 legislators (all Senators) are termed‐out in 2022
All statewide offices
All Assembly Districts
Half of the State Senate Districts

•
•
•
•
•

“Musical chairs”

•

Chair, Assembly
Appropriations
Committee
Chair, Assembly
Energy and
Utilities
Committee

Chair, Assembly
Water, Parks,
and Wildlife
Committee
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State Budget Update
•

January 10 – Governor Newsom released proposed 2022‐23 state budget
•
•

•

Key budget themes
•
•
•
•
•

•

Fighting COVID with science
Combating the climate crisis
Confronting homelessness
Tackling the cost of living
Keeping our streets safe

$750 M for drought resilience
•
•
•
•
•

•

$213.1 B General Fund budget ‐ $3 B (1.5% increase from last year)
$45.7 B projected budget surplus (approximately $21 B in discretionary budget surplus funds)

Water efficiency grants ‐ $180 M
Local emergency drought assistance ‐ $145 M
Drought contingency set‐aside ‐ $250 M
Agricultural programs (land repurposing, on‐farm water conservation, drought relief) ‐ $70 M
Groundwater recharge ‐ $30 M

Next steps: Budget Subcommittee hearings + Leadership deliberations = Legislative approval by June 15
4
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Sweetwater Authority Advocacy
•

Established groundwork for SWA legislative delegation
engagement for budget allocation – 12/13/21
•
•

•

Conducted series of briefings – involving SWA Board +
management – to advance specific budget priority requests for
improvements at Sweetwater Dam, Loveland Dam, and
implementation of Advanced Metering Infrastructure
•
•
•
•

•

Sweetwater Dam
Advanced Metering Infrastructure

Senator Ben Hueso
Assemblymember Akilah Weber
Senator Brian Jones
Assemblymember Randy Voepel

Legislative delegation letter in circulation to advance SWA’s
specific budget requests to the budget and legislative leadership

5

Dam Safety + Water Affordability Updates
•

Dam safety
•

SWA leveraging dam safety budget requests through
supplemental engagement within broad statewide coalition

“Therefore, we write to respectfully request your consideration of substantial
funding in the 2022-23 state budget for essential public safety and
functional improvements at existing dams throughout California. We note
that the statewide need for such funding is enormous - running into the
multiple billions of dollars - and therefore urge that funding for such a
program be maximized to the greatest extent possible.”

•

Water affordability
•

$1B water bill debt relief program ‐ all eligible water arrearages
have been satisfied (March 4, 2020 – June 15, 2021)
•
•

•

Wastewater arrearages are currently being paid
Estimate of remaining funding in program = ~$300M

SWA encouraging legislative delegation to urge expansion to cover
additional arrearages (June 16, 2021 – December 31, 2021)
6
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Newly‐Introduced Legislation

Water use efficiency
AB 2142 (Gabriel) – Income tax
exclusion for turf rebates
SB 1157 (Hertzberg) – Indoor
residential water use standards

Water supply development
AB 2016 (Bauer‐Kahan) – Desalination
AB 2078 (Flora) – Atmospheric rivers
AB 2378 (E. Garcia) ‐ $7.3 B water/resources
resiliency bond

Water quality
AB 2041 (E. Garcia) – Primary drinking water
standards
SB 230 (Portantino) – Constituents of
emerging concern

Water‐energy nexus
AB 2667 (Friedman) – Self‐generation
incentive program
AB 2864 (Rivas) – Self‐generation incentive
program

Open/public meetings
AB 1944 (Lee) – Teleconferenced meetings
AB 2449 (Rubio) – Teleconferenced meetings
SB 1100 (Cortese) – Orderly conduct
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Spotlight: Indoor Residential Water Use Standards
• SB 1157 (Hertzberg) – Codification of DWR study
for development of numerical indoor residential
water use standards

8
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QUESTIONS?

9

9
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Sweetwater Authority - All Tracked Bills
3/1/2022
AB 343

(Fong R) California Public Records Act Ombudsperson.
Current Text: Amended: 5/24/2021 html pdf
Last Amend: 5/24/2021
Status: 9/10/2021-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(15). (Last location was JUD. on 6/9/2021)
(May be acted upon Jan 2022)
Location: 9/10/2021-S. 2 YEAR
Summary: Would establish, within the California State Auditor’s Office, the California Public Records Act
Ombudsperson. The bill would require the California State Auditor to appoint the ombudsperson
subject to certain requirements. The bill would require the ombudsperson to receive and investigate
requests for review, as defined, determine whether the denials of original requests, as defined,
complied with the California Public Records Act, and issue written opinions of its determination, as
provided. The bill would require the ombudsperson to create a process to that effect, and would
authorize a member of the public to submit a request for review to the ombudsperson consistent with
that process. The bill would require the ombudsperson, within 30 days from receipt of a request for
review, to make a determination, as provided, and would require the ombudsperson to require the
state agency to provide the public record if the ombudsperson determines that it was improperly
denied.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 754

(Mathis R) Sustainable groundwater management: groundwater sustainability plan.
Current Text: Amended: 4/15/2021 html pdf
Last Amend: 4/15/2021
Status: 7/14/2021-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(11). (Last location was N.R. & W. on
6/16/2021)(May be acted upon Jan 2022)
Location: 7/14/2021-S. 2 YEAR
Summary: The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act authorizes the State Water Resources
Control Board to designate a high- or medium-priority basin as a probationary basin if the basin is not
entirely covered by an adopted groundwater sustainability plan or plans or a department-approved
alternative by the applicable deadline. The act authorizes the board to adopt an interim plan for a
probationary basin, as specified. This bill would authorize the department to extend the deadline for a
high- or medium-priority basin not subject to critical conditions of overdraft to be managed under a
groundwater sustainability plan or coordinated plans by up to 180 days after January 31, 2022, upon
request of a local agency or groundwater sustainability agency in the basin for an extension of a
specified period of time. The bill would require a request to be submitted by January 3, 2022, and to be
responded to by the department by January 10, 2022.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 1001

(Garcia, Cristina D) Environment: mitigation measures for air and water quality impacts:
environmental justice.
Current Text: Amended: 1/24/2022 html pdf
Last Amend: 1/24/2022
Status: 2/1/2022-In Senate. Read first time. To Com. on RLS. for assignment.
Location: 2/1/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead agency, as defined, to
prepare, or cause to be prepared, and certify the completion of an environmental impact report on a
project that it proposes to carry out or approve that may have a significant effect on the environment
or to adopt a negative declaration if it finds that the project will not have that effect. CEQA also
requires a lead agency to prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a project that may have a
significant effect on the environment if revisions in the project would avoid or mitigate that effect and
there is no substantial evidence that the project, as revised, would have a significant effect on the
environment. This bill would authorize mitigation measures, identified in an environmental impact
report or mitigated negative declaration to mitigate the adverse effects of a project on air or water
quality of a disadvantaged community, to include measures for avoiding, minimizing, or compensating
for the adverse effects on that community.
Position
Misc1

Misc2
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Watch
ACWA - O
AB 1021

CMUA - W

(Mayes I) Imperial Irrigation District.
Current Text: Vetoed: 10/5/2021 html pdf
Last Amend: 8/19/2021
Status: 2/3/2022-Consideration of Governor's veto stricken from file.
Location: 10/5/2021-A. VETOED
Summary: Would require the local agency formation commissions for the County of Imperial and the
County of Riverside to conduct and publish on their internet websites a joint study of options for
providing continued publicly owned and managed electrical service in perpetuity to the Imperial
Irrigation District’s electrical service area, as defined, customers and options for alternative
governance structures that would extend voting rights to registered voters who reside within the
Imperial Irrigation District electrical service area to provide for proportional representation on a
governing board that will have primary jurisdiction on all electrical service matters, as specified. The bill
would require the study to be published no later than July 1, 2022. By imposing new duties on the
specified local agency formation commissions, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

ACWA - O

CMUA - O

Watch

AB 1041

(Wicks D) Employment: leave.
Current Text: Amended: 9/3/2021 html pdf
Last Amend: 9/3/2021
Status: 9/10/2021-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(15). (Last location was INACTIVE FILE on
9/9/2021)(May be acted upon Jan 2022)
Location: 9/10/2021-S. 2 YEAR
Summary: Would expand the population that an employee can take leave to care for to include a
designated person. The bill would define "designated person" to mean a person identified by the
employee at the time the employee requests family care and medical leave. The bill would authorize an
employer to limit designation of a person, as prescribed.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 1164

(Flora R) Dams and reservoirs: exclusions.
Current Text: Amended: 5/4/2021 html pdf
Last Amend: 5/4/2021
Status: 7/14/2021-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(11). (Last location was N.R. & W. on
6/3/2021)(May be acted upon Jan 2022)
Location: 7/14/2021-S. 2 YEAR
Summary: Current law requires the Department of Water Resources to adopt, by regulation, a
schedule of fees to cover the department’s costs in carrying out the supervision of dam safety. Current
law excludes certain obstructions from being considered a dam, including a barrier that is not across a
stream channel, watercourse, or natural drainage area and that has the principal purpose of
impounding water for agricultural use. This bill would specify that the exclusion from being considered
a dam for a barrier that is not across a stream channel, watercourse, or natural drainage area and
that has the principal purpose of impounding water for agricultural use applies only to a barrier owned
or operated by a private entity. The bill would provide that a barrier owned or operated by a public
entity that is not across a stream channel, watercourse, or natural drainage area and that has the
principal purpose of impounding water for agricultural use shall not be considered a dam only if certain
criteria are met, including, among other criteria, that the operator provides to the county office of
emergency management a structural failure plan.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 1195

(Garcia, Cristina D) Drinking water.
Current Text: Amended: 5/24/2021 html pdf
Last Amend: 5/24/2021
Status: 7/14/2021-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(11). (Last location was N.R. & W. on
6/9/2021)(May be acted upon Jan 2022)
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Location: 7/14/2021-S. 2 YEAR
Summary: Current law establishes the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund in the State Treasury
to help water systems provide an adequate and affordable supply of safe drinking water in both the
near and long terms. Current law authorizes the state board to provide for the deposit into the fund of
certain moneys and continuously appropriates the moneys in the fund to the state board for grants,
loans, contracts, or services to assist eligible recipients. This bill would prohibit a public water system
from transferring or abandoning a water right held by the public water system except upon approval of
the state board, as prescribed.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 1384

(Gabriel D) Resiliency Through Adaptation, Economic Vitality, and Equity Act of 2022.
Current Text: Amended: 8/26/2021 html pdf
Last Amend: 8/26/2021
Status: 9/10/2021-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(15). (Last location was INACTIVE FILE on
9/10/2021)(May be acted upon Jan 2022)
Location: 9/10/2021-S. 2 YEAR
Summary: Current law requires the Natural Resources Agency to release a draft of the state’s climate
adaptation strategy, known as the Safeguarding California Plan, by January 1, 2017, and every 3 years
thereafter, to update the plan by July 1, 2017, and every 3 years thereafter, and to coordinate with
other state agencies to identify vulnerabilities to climate change by sectors and priority actions needed
to reduce the risks in those sectors. Existing law requires, to address the vulnerabilities identified in
the plan, state agencies to maximize specified objectives. This bill would instead require the agency to
release the draft plan by January 1, 2024, and every 3 years thereafter, and to update the plan by July
1, 2024, and every 3 years thereafter.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 1717

(Aguiar-Curry D) Public works: definition.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/27/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/3/2022-Referred to Com. on L. & E.
Location: 2/3/2022-A. L. & E.
Summary: Current law requires that, except as specified, not less than the general prevailing rate of
per diem wages, determined by the Director of Industrial Relations, be paid to workers employed on
public works projects. Current law defines the term "public works" for purposes of requirements
regarding the payment of prevailing wages to include construction, alteration, demolition, installation,
or repair work done under contract and paid for using public funds, except as specified. Current law
makes a willful violation of laws relating to the payment of prevailing wages on public works a
misdemeanor. This bill would expand the definition of "public works" to include fuel reduction work paid
for in whole or in part out of public funds performed as part of a fire mitigation project, as specified.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch
ACWA - O/A
AB 1774

(Seyarto R) California Environmental Quality Act: water conveyance or storage projects: judicial
review.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/3/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/10/2022-Referred to Coms. on NAT. RES. and JUD.
Location: 2/10/2022-A. NAT. RES.
Summary: The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead agency, as defined, to
prepare, or cause to be prepared, and certify the completion of an environmental impact report (EIR)
on a project that the lead agency proposes to carry out or approve that may have a significant effect
on the environment or to adopt a negative declaration if it finds that the project will not have that
effect. CEQA also requires a lead agency to prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a project that
may have a significant effect on the environment if revisions in the project would avoid or mitigate that
effect and there is no substantial evidence that the project, as revised, would have a significant effect
on the environment. CEQA establishes a procedure by which a person may seek judicial review of the
decision of the lead agency made pursuant to CEQA. This bill would require the Judicial Council to
adopt rules of court applicable to actions or proceedings brought to attack, review, set aside, void, or
annul the certification or adoption of an environmental impact report for water conveyance or storage
projects, as defined, or the granting of project approvals, including any appeals to the court of appeal
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or the Supreme Court, to be resolved, to the extent feasible, within 270 days of the filing of the
certified record of proceedings with the court to an action or proceeding seeking judicial review of the
lead agency’s action related to those projects.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 1784

(Smith R) Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014: groundwater
sustainability projects: grants and loans.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/3/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/4/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 6.
Location: 2/3/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law provides for the sum of $900,000,000 to be available, upon appropriation by
the Legislature from the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Fund of 2014, for
expenditures on, and competitive grants, and loans for, projects to prevent or clean up the
contamination of groundwater that serves or has served as a source of drinking water, as provided.
Current law requires a project that receives funding to be selected by a competitive grant or loan
process with added consideration for those projects that leverage private, federal, or local funding,
and outlines the additional requirements and processes applicable to projects that receive funding.
This bill would make nonsubstantive changes to these latter provisions.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 1845

(Calderon D) Metropolitan Water District of Southern California: alternative project delivery
methods.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/8/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-Referred to Coms. on L. GOV. and W.,P., & W.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. L. GOV.
Summary: Would authorize the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California to use the designbuild procurement process for certain regional recycled water projects or other water infrastructure
projects. The bill would define "design-build" to mean a project delivery process in which both the
design and construction of a project are procured from a single entity. The bill would require the
district, if using this procurement process, to follow certain procedures, including preparing and issuing
a request for qualifications, preparing a request for proposals including the scope and needs of the
project or contract, and awarding projects based on certain criteria for projects utilizing either lowest
responsible bidder or best value selection criteria.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 1944

(Lee D) Local government: open and public meetings.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/10/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-Referred to Com. on L. GOV.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. L. GOV.
Summary: Current law, the Ralph M. Brown Act, requires, with specified exceptions, that all meetings
of a legislative body of a local agency, as those terms are defined, be open and public and that all
persons be permitted to attend and participate. Current law, until January 1, 2024, authorizes a local
agency to use teleconferencing without complying with those specified teleconferencing requirements
in specified circumstances when a declared state of emergency is in effect, or in other situations
related to public health. This bill would specify that if a member of a legislative body elects to
teleconference from a location that is not public, the address does not need to be identified in the
notice and agenda or be accessible to the public when the legislative body has elected to allow
members to participate via teleconferencing.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2016

(Bauer-Kahan D) State Water Resources Control Board: desalination plant: feasibility study.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/14/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/24/2022-Referred to Com. on W.,P., & W.
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Location: 2/24/2022-A. W.,P. & W.
Summary: Would require the State Water Resources Control Board to undertake a comprehensive
feasibility study of the potential impact of desalination plants within the state, as specified. The bill
would authorize the board to contract with an educational institution, as defined, or related
organization to conduct the feasibility study. The bill would require the board to prepare and present
to the Legislature, on or before January 1, 2025, a prescribed report about the feasibility study. The bill
would authorize the board to seek a one time extension of up to one year to complete the feasibility
study, as specified.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2041

(Garcia, Eduardo D) California Safe Drinking Water Act: primary drinking water standards:
compliance.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/14/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/24/2022-Referred to Com. on E.S. & T.M.
Location: 2/24/2022-A. E.S. & T.M.
Summary: Would require the State Water Resources Control Board to take specified actions if the
state board adopts a primary drinking water standard with a compliance period for which public water
systems are given a designated period of time to install necessary measures, including, but not limited
to, installation of water treatment systems, to comply with the primary drinking water standard
without being held in violation of the primary drinking water standard. Those actions would include,
among other actions, developing a financial plan to assist public water systems that will require
financial assistance in procuring and installing the necessary measures.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2078

(Flora R) Atmospheric Rivers: Research, Mitigation, and Climate Forecasting Program.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/14/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/24/2022-Referred to Com. on W.,P., & W.
Location: 2/24/2022-A. W.,P. & W.
Summary: Current law establishes the Atmospheric Rivers: Research, Mitigation, and Climate
Forecasting Program in the Department of Water Resources. Current law requires the department,
upon an appropriation for purposes of the program, to research climate forecasting and the causes
and impacts that climate change has on atmospheric rivers, to operate reservoirs in a manner that
improves flood protection, and to reoperate flood control and water storage facilities to capture water
generated by atmospheric rivers. This bill would rename that program the Atmospheric Rivers Research
and Forecast Improvement Program: Enabling Climate Adaptation Through Forecast-Informed
Reservoir Operations and Hazard Resiliency (AR/FIRO) Program. The bill would, upon the appropriation
of $10,000,000 from the General Fund for these purposes, require the department to research,
develop, and implement new observations, prediction models, novel forecasting methods, and tailored
decision support systems through science and technology advances, demonstration and integration
into department operations, to improve predictions of atmospheric rivers and their impacts on water
supply, flooding, post-wildfire debris flows, and environmental conditions.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2081

(Garcia, Eduardo D) Municipal water districts: water service: Indian lands.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/14/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/24/2022-Referred to Com. on L. GOV.
Location: 2/24/2022-A. L. GOV.
Summary: Te Municipal Water District Law of 1911 provides for the formation of municipal water
districts and grants to those districts specified powers. Current law permits a district to acquire,
control, distribute, store, spread, sink, treat, purify, recycle, recapture, and salvage any water for the
beneficial use of the district, its inhabitants, or the owners of rights to water in the district. Current
law, upon the request of certain Indian tribes and the satisfaction of certain conditions, requires a
district to provide service of water at substantially the same terms applicable to the customers of the
district to the Indian tribe’s lands that are not within a district, as prescribed. Current law also
authorizes a district, until January 1, 2023, under specified circumstances, to apply to the applicable
local agency formation commission to provide this service of water to Indian lands, as defined, that are
not within the district and requires the local agency formation commission to approve such an
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application. This bill would extend the above provisions regarding the application to the applicable local
agency formation commission to January 1, 2025.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2106

(Rivas, Robert D) Water quality: permits.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/14/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/24/2022-Referred to Com. on E.S. & T.M.
Location: 2/24/2022-A. E.S. & T.M.
Summary: The State Water Resources Control Board and the 9 California regional water quality
control boards regulate water quality and prescribe waste discharge requirements in accordance with
the federal national pollutant discharge elimination system (NPDES) permit program established by the
federal Clean Water Act and the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act. Current law requires each
regional board to formulate and adopt water quality control plans for all areas within the region, as
provided. Current law authorizes the state board to require a person submitting a report to the state
board, a regional board, or a local agency to submit the report in electronic format. This bill would
require, on or before December 31, 2024, the state board to modernize its Stormwater Multiple
Application and Report Tracking System (SMARTS) database through specified actions.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2108

(Rivas, Robert D) Water policy: environmental justice and tribal community representation.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/14/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/24/2022-Referred to Com. on E.S. & T.M.
Location: 2/24/2022-A. E.S. & T.M.
Summary: Current law establishes the State Water Resources Control Board (state board) in the
California Environmental Protection Agency. The state board consists of 5 members appointed by the
Governor, including one member who is not required to have specialized experience. Current law
requires one of those members, excluding the member who is not required to have specialized
experience, to additionally be qualified in the field of water supply and water quality relating to
irrigated agriculture. This bill would require that one of the persons appointed by the Governor to the
state board be qualified in the field of water supply and water quality relating to environmental justice
or tribal communities. The bill would also require that at least one person appointed to each regional
board have specialized experience to represent environmental justice or tribal communities.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2113

(Rivas, Robert D) State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account: annual proceed
transfers.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/14/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/24/2022-Referred to Com. on E.S. & T.M.
Location: 2/24/2022-A. E.S. & T.M.
Summary: Would create within the Waste Discharge Permit Fund the Waterway Recovery Account, the
Citizen Monitoring Account, the Community Capacity Building Account, and the Stormwater Innovation
Account, and would annually transfer from the annual proceeds of the State Water Pollution Cleanup
and Abatement Account, subject to a future legislative act, 50% to the Waterway Recovery Account,
and 5% to each of the other 3 accounts created by the bill. The bill would provide that moneys in the
accounts created by the bill are available for the state board to expend, upon appropriation by the
Legislature, for the following purposes: for the Waterway Recovery Account, to bring impaired waters
into attainment with water quality standards; for the Citizen Monitoring Account, to fund a specified
state board program to increase water quality monitoring; for the Community Capacity Building
Account, to create and fund a community capacity program to increase environmental justice
community participation in state board outreach and regulatory processes; and for the Stormwater
Innovation Account, for specified activities relating to stormwater best management practices.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch
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AB 2142

(Gabriel D) Income taxes: exclusion: turf replacement water conservation program.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/24/2022-Referred to Com. on REV. & TAX.
Location: 2/24/2022-A. REV. & TAX
Summary: The Personal Income Tax Law and the Corporation Tax Law, in conformity with federal
income tax law, generally defines "gross income" as income from whatever source derived, except as
specifically excluded, and provides various exclusions from gross income. Current law provides an
exclusion from gross income for any amount received as a rebate or voucher from a local water or
energy agency or supplier for the purchase or installation of a water conservation water closet, energy
efficient clothes washers, and plumbing devices, as specified. This bill would, for taxable years
beginning on or after January 1, 2022, and before January 1, 2027, under both of these laws, provide
an exclusion from gross income for any amount received as a rebate, voucher, or other financial
incentive issued by a local water agency or supplier for participation in a turf replacement water
conservation program.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch
ACWA Sponsor
AB 2157

(Rubio, Blanca D) Urban water use objectives: indoor residential water use.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/15/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 18.
Location: 2/15/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law requires the Department of Water Resources, in coordination with the State
Water Resources Control Board, and in collaboration with and input from stakeholders, to conduct
necessary studies and investigations and authorizes the department and the board to jointly
recommend to the Legislature a standard for indoor residential water use. Current law, until January 1,
2025, establishes 55 gallons per capita daily as the standard for indoor residential water use,
beginning January 1, 2025, establishes the greater of 52.5 gallons per capita daily or a standard
recommended by the department and the board as the standard for indoor residential water use, and
beginning January 1, 2030, establishes the greater of 50 gallons per capita daily or a standard
recommended by the department and the board as the standard for indoor residential water use. This
bill would make a nonsubstantive change to the provision requiring the department and the board to
collaborate with, and seek input from, stakeholders with regard to the studies, investigations, and
report.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch
ACWA Sponsor
AB 2173

(Petrie-Norris D) Public contracts: payment.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/24/2022-Referred to Com. on A. & A.R.
Location: 2/24/2022-A. A. & A.R.
Summary: Current law, until January 1, 2023, authorizes the retention proceeds withheld from any
payment by an awarding entity, as described, from the original contractor, by the original contractor
from any subcontractor, and by a subcontractor from any subcontractor, to exceed 5% on specific
projects where the director of the applicable department, as specified, has made, or the governing
body of the public entity or designated official of the public entity has approved, a finding prior to the
bid that the project is substantially complex and requires a higher retention and the department or
public entity includes both this finding and the actual retention amount in the bid documents. This bill
would make these provisions operative indefinitely.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2201

(Bennett D) State water policy: water rights.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/15/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 18.
Location: 2/15/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law declares general state policies regarding water use, water rights, and the
regulation of the waters of California. This bill would make nonsubstantive changes to one of those
provisions relating to water rights.
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Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2313

(Bloom D) Water: judges and adjudications.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/16/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/17/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 19.
Location: 2/16/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: (1) Current law authorizes the Judicial Council to conduct institutes and seminars for the
purpose of orienting judges to new judicial assignments, keeping them informed concerning new
developments in the law, and promoting uniformity in judicial procedure, as specified. This bill would
encourage the Judicial Council to establish a program that provides training and education to judges in
specified actions relating to water, as defined. The bill would provide that the program may be funded
by an appropriation from the General Fund in the annual Budget Act or another statute. The bill would
authorize the Chairperson of the Judicial Council to assign to certain actions relating to water a judge
with that training or education. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing laws.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2362

(Mullin D) Ecosystem restoration and climate adaptation projects: permitting.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/16/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/17/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 19.
Location: 2/16/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law requires the Natural Resources Agency, by July 1, 2017, and every 3 years
thereafter, to update the state’s climate adaptation strategy to identify vulnerabilities to climate
change by sectors and priority actions needed to reduce the risks in those sectors. Current law
requires the agency to explore, and authorizes the agency to implement, options within the agency’s
jurisdiction to establish a more coordinated and efficient regulatory review and permitting process for
coastal adaptation projects that use natural infrastructure. This bill would require the agency, on or
before July 1, 2023, and in consultation with the State Water Resources Control Board, the
Department of Food and Agriculture, and the California Environmental Protection Agency, to establish
an interagency working group to accelerate and streamline permitting for ecosystem restoration and
climate adaptation projects. The bill would require the interagency working group to develop resources
for permit applicants and permittees that include, but are not limited to, a unified, online permit
application process for existing and proposed projects that includes all appropriate state agencies with
regulatory authority over ecosystem restoration and climate adaptation projects.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2368

(Bloom D) Water: Department of Water Resources.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/16/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/17/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 19.
Location: 2/16/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law establishes in the Natural Resources Agency the Department of Water
Resources, which is under the control of the Director of Water Resources. Current law provides for the
appointment of the director by the Governor, subject to confirmation by the Senate. This bill would
make nonsubstantive changes to that provision.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2387

(Garcia, Eduardo D) Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought Preparation, Flood
Protection, Extreme Heat Mitigation, and Workforce Development Bond Act of 2022.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 20.
Location: 2/17/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Would enact the Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought Preparation, Flood
Protection, Extreme Heat Mitigation, and Workforce Development Bond Act of 2022, which, if approved
by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in the amount of $7,430,000,000 pursuant to
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the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance projects for safe drinking water, wildfire prevention,
drought preparation, flood protection, extreme heat mitigation, and workforce development programs.
This bill contains other related provisions.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2419

(Bryan D) Environmental justice: federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act: Justice40
Oversight Committee.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 20.
Location: 2/17/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law requires the Secretary for Environmental Protection to convene a Working
Group on Environmental Justice composed of various representatives, as specified, to assist the
California Environmental Protection Agency in developing an agencywide environmental justice
strategy. The federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act provides additional federal funds to
rebuild the nation’s infrastructures. This bill would require a minium of 40% of funds received by the
state under the federal act to be allocated to projects that provide direct benefits to disadvantaged
communities and a minimum of an additional 10% be allocated for projects that provide direct benefits
to low-income households and low-income communities. The bill would establish the Justice40
Oversight Committee in the Office of Planning and Research to perform various actions related to the
expenditure of those federal funds.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2421

(Rubio, Blanca D) Water: unpermitted cannabis cultivation.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 20.
Location: 2/17/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law makes it unlawful to deposit, permit to pass, or place where it can pass,
specified pollutants into the waters of this state, including any substance or material deleterious to
fish, plant life, mammals, or bird life. A violation of this provision is a crime under the Fish and Game
Code. Current law also subjects a violation of that provision to a civil penalty of no more than $25,000
for each violation and an additional civil penalty of no more than $10 for each gallon or pound of
material discharged, and requires the civil action to be brought by the Attorney General upon complaint
by the Department of Fish and Wildlife or by the district attorney or city attorney in the name of the
people of the State of California. Current law provides that a specified affirmative defense to a
violation of the criminal provision does not apply to an action for civil penalties or injunctive relief
pursuant to that civil provision. This bill would provide that the specified affirmative defense to a
violation of the criminal provision also does not apply in any other civil action that alleges a violation
resulting from unpermitted cannabis cultivation.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2449

(Rubio, Blanca D) Open meetings: local agencies: teleconferences.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 20.
Location: 2/17/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law, until January 1, 2024, authorizes a local agency to use teleconferencing
without complying with specified teleconferencing requirements in specified circumstances when a
declared state of emergency is in effect, or in other situations related to public health. This bill would
authorize a local agency to use teleconferencing without complying with those specified
teleconferencing requirements if at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body participates
in person from a singular location clearly identified on the agenda that is open to the public and
situated within the local agency’s jurisdiction. The bill would impose prescribed requirements for this
exception relating to notice, agendas, the means and manner of access, and procedures for
disruptions. The bill would require the legislative body to implement a procedure for receiving and
swiftly resolving requests for reasonable accommodation for individuals with disabilities, consistent
with federal law.
Position
Misc1

Misc2
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Watch

AB 2451

(Wood D) State Water Resources Control Board: drought planning.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 20.
Location: 2/17/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Would require the State Water Resources Control Board to establish a Drought Section
within the Division of Water Rights, as specified. The bill would require the state board, in consultation
with the Department of Fish and Wildlife, to adopt principles and guidelines for diversion and use of
water in coastal watersheds during times of water shortage for drought preparedness and climate
resiliency and for the development of watershed-level contingency plans to support public trust uses,
public health and safety, and the human right to water in times of water shortage. The bill would
require the state board to adopt those principles and guidelines no later than March 31, 2023, as
specified.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2463

(Lee D) Public works: exemption.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 20.
Location: 2/17/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Pursuant to current law, all workers employed on public works projects are required to be
paid not less than the general prevailing rate of per diem wages for work, except as specified. Current
law exempts, until January 1, 2024, from these requirements work performed by a volunteer, a
volunteer coordinator, or a member of the California Conservation Corps or a community conservation
corps. This bill would extend that exemption until January 1, 2034.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2477

(Rodriguez D) Local Emergency Preparedness, Hazard Mitigation, and Mutual Aid Fund.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 20.
Location: 2/17/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Would establish a Local Emergency Preparedness, Hazard Mitigation, and Mutual Aid Fund
to, upon appropriation by the Legislature, support staffing, planning, emergency mitigation priorities,
and enhancing mutual aid to help local governments meet emergency management, preparedness,
readiness, and resilience goals. The bill would require the Controller, upon appropriation by the
Legislature, to transfer $500,000,000 annually to the fund. The bill would require the Office of
Emergency Services to establish the Local Emergency Preparedness, Hazard Mitigation, and Mutual Aid
Fund Committee under the Standardized Emergency Management System Advisory Board. The bill, on
or before July 1, 2023, would require the committee to adopt guidelines identifying eligible uses of the
funds distributed pursuant to these provisions for the mitigation, prevention, preparedness, response,
and recovery phases of emergency management that supports the development of a resilient
community and enhances mutual aid.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2505

(Gray D) Water theft: irrigation districts.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 20.
Location: 2/17/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law authorizes the legislative body of a local agency, as defined, that provides
water service to adopt an ordinance that prohibits water theft, as defined, subject to an administrative
fine or penalty, as specified. Current law requires the local agency to adopt an ordinance that sets
forth the administrative procedures governing the imposition, enforcement, collection, and
administrative review of the administrative fines or penalties for water theft and to establish a process
for granting a hardship waiver to reduce the amount of the fine, as specified. This bill would exempt
irrigation districts, as defined, from those provisions.
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Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2536

(Grayson D) Development fees: connection fees and capacity charges: studies.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 20.
Location: 2/17/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law requires a local agency that conducts an impact fee nexus study to follow
certain standards and practices, as specified. Current law also requires a local agency to hold at least
one open and public meeting prior to levying a new fee or service charge, as specified. This bill would,
on and after January 1, 2023, require a local agency that imposes fees for water connections or sewer
connections, or imposes capacity charges, as provided, and that conducts a study to support the
estimate of the reasonable cost of providing the service to follow certain standards and practices, as
defined and specified.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2556

(O'Donnell D) Local public employee organizations.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 20.
Location: 2/17/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: The Meyers-Milias-Brown Act contains various provisions that govern collective bargaining
of local represented employees, and delegates jurisdiction to the Public Employment Relations Board
to resolve disputes and enforce the statutory duties and rights of local public agency employers and
employees. The act requires the governing body of a public agency to meet and confer in good faith
regarding wages, hours, and other terms and conditions of employment with representatives of
recognized employee organizations. Under the act, if the representatives of the public agency and the
employee organization fail to reach an agreement, they may mutually agree on the appointment of a
mediator and equally share the cost. This bill would revise the above-described timeframe to no earlier
than 15 days after the factfinders’ written findings of fact and recommended terms of settlement have
been submitted to the parties. This bill contains other existing laws.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2639

(Quirk D) Water quality control plans and water rights permits.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Would require the State Water Resources Control Board, on or before December 31, 2023,
to adopt a final update of a specified water quality control plan for the Bay-Delta and to implement the
final San Joaquin River/Southern Delta update of that specified water quality control plan, as provided.
The bill would prohibit the state board from approving any new water right permits or extensions of
time for any existing permits resulting in new or increased diversions to surface water storage from
the Sacramento River/San Joaquin River watershed until the state board has taken those actions.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2647

(Levine D) Local government: open meetings.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: The Ralph M. Brown Act requires the meetings of the legislative body of a local agency to be
conducted openly and publicly, with specified exceptions. Current law makes agendas of public
meetings and other writings distributed to the members of the governing board disclosable public
records, with certain exceptions. Current law requires a local agency to make those writings
distributed to the members of the governing board available for public inspection at a public office or
location that the agency designates. This bill would instead require a local agency to make those
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writings distributed to the members of the governing board available for public inspection at a public
office or location that the agency designates or post the writings on the local agency’s internet
website in a position and manner that makes it clear that the writing relates to an agenda item for an
upcoming meeting.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2667

(Friedman D) Electricity: self-generation incentive program.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law requires the Public Utilities Commission to require the administration, until
January 1, 2026, of a self-generation incentive program to increase the development of distributed
generation resources and energy storage technologies. In administering the program, current law
requires the commission to provide an additional incentive of 20% from existing program funds for the
installation of eligible distributed generation resources manufactured in California. This bill would
increase the additional incentive for the installation of eligible distributed generation resources
manufactured in California to 30%.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2693

(Reyes D) COVID-19: exposure.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: The California Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1973 authorizes the Division of
Occupational Safety and Health to prohibit the performance of an operation or process, or entry into
that place of employment when, in its opinion, a place of employment, operation, or process, or any
part thereof, exposes workers to the risk of infection with COVID-19, so as to constitute an imminent
hazard to employees. Current law requires a notice of the prohibition to be posted in a conspicuous
location at the place of employment and makes violating the prohibition or removing the notice, except
as specified, a crime. Current law requires that the prohibition be issued in a manner so as not to
materially interrupt the performance of critical governmental functions essential to ensuring public
health and safety functions or the delivery of electrical power, renewable natural gas, or water. Current
law requires that these provisions not prevent the entry or use, with the division’s knowledge and
permission, for the sole purpose of eliminating the dangerous conditions. This bill would extend those
provisions until January 1, 2025.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2740

(Dahle, Megan R) Water resources: desalination.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law requires the Department of Water Resources, not later than July 1, 2004, to
report to the Legislature, on potential opportunities and impediments for using seawater and brackish
water desalination, and to examine what role, if any, the state should play in furthering the use of
desalination technology. Current law requires the department to convene a Water Desalination Task
Force, comprised of representatives from listed agencies and interest groups, to advise the
department in carrying out these duties and in making recommendations to the Legislature. This bill
would repeal these provisions.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2742

(Friedman D) Water meters: urban water suppliers.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
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Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: The Water Measurement Law generally requires the installation of a water meter as a
condition of new water service on and after January 1, 1992. The law, with certain exceptions, requires
an urban water supplier to install water meters on all municipal and industrial service connections that
are located in its service area on or before January 1, 2025. This bill would delay that requirement for
an urban water supplier to install the water meters to on or before January 1, 2030.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2770

(Villapudua D) Local government finance.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current property tax law requires the county auditor, in each fiscal year, to apportion
property tax revenues to local jurisdictions in accordance with specified formulas and procedures, and
generally requires that each jurisdiction be allocated an amount equal to the total of the amount of
revenue allocated to that jurisdiction in the prior fiscal year, subject to certain modifications, and that
jurisdiction’s portion of the annual tax increment, as defined. Current law defines various terms for
these purposes. This bill would make nonsubstantive changes to the provision setting forth those
definitions.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2787

(Quirk D) Microplastics in products.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: The Microbeads Nuisance Prevention Law prohibits a person from selling or offering for
promotional purposes in the state any personal care products containing plastic microbeads that are
used to exfoliate or cleanse in a rinse-off product, including, but not limited to, toothpaste. This bill
would, on and after specified dates that vary based on the product, ban the sale, distribution in
commerce, or offering for promotional purposes in the state of designated products, such as leave-in
cosmetics products and waxes and polishes, if the products contain intentionally added microplastics,
as defined. The bill would exclude from this ban products consisting, in whole or in part, of specified
substances or mixtures containing microplastics. The bill would make a violator liable for a civil penalty
not to exceed $2,500 per day for each violation.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2788

(Mathis R) Public records.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: The California Public Records Act requires state and local agencies to make their records
available for public inspection, except as provided. Current law declares that public records are open to
inspection during the office hours of the state or local agency and every person has a right to inspect
any public record, except as specified. This bill would make nonsubstantive changes to these
provisions.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2804

(Flora R) Public records.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law, the California Public Records Act, requires a state or local public agency to
make public records available for public inspection and to make copies available upon request and
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payment of a fee, unless the records are exempt from disclosure. This bill would make a
nonsubstantive change to those provisions.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2811

(Bennett D) California Building Standards Commission: recycled water: nonpotable water
systems.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Would require, commencing January 1, 2024, all newly constructed nonresidential buildings
be constructed with dual plumbing to allow the use of recycled water for all applicable nonpotable
water demands, as defined, if that building is located within an existing or planned recycled water
service area, as specified.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2857

(Bauer-Kahan D) Groundwater.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law relating to groundwater management declares the intent of the Legislature to
encourage local agencies to work cooperatively to manage groundwater resources within their
jurisdictions, and makes related legislative findings and declarations. This bill would make
nonsubstantive changes to those legislative findings and declarations.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2864

(Rivas, Robert D) Local Government Renewable Energy Self-Generation Program.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to fix the rates and charges for every
public utility and requires that those rates and charges be just and reasonable. Current law, the Local
Government Renewable Energy Self-Generation Program, authorizes a local government to receive a
bill credit, as specified, to be applied to a designated benefiting account for electricity exported to the
electrical grid by an eligible renewable generating facility, as defined, and requires the commission to
approve a rate tariff for the benefiting account. Under current law, an electrical corporation is obligated
to provide a bill credit to a benefiting account designated by a local government only until that
electrical corporation reaches its proportionate share of 250 megawatts of the combined statewide
cumulative rated generating capacity of all eligible renewable generating facilities within the service
territories of the state’s 3 largest electrical corporations. This bill would remove the statewide 250megawatts limit.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2876

(Bigelow R) Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act requires all groundwater basins designated
as high- or medium-priority basins by the Department of Water Resources that are designated as
basins subject to critical conditions of overdraft to be managed under a groundwater sustainability
plan or coordinated groundwater sustainability plans by January 31, 2020, and requires all other
groundwater basins designated as high- or medium-priority basins to be managed under a
groundwater sustainability plan or coordinated groundwater sustainability plans by January 31, 2022,
except as specified. The act requires all relevant state agencies to consider the policies of the act, and
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any adopted groundwater sustainability plans, when revising or adopting policies, regulations, or
criteria, or when issuing orders or determinations, where pertinent. This bill would make
nonsubstantive changes to the latter provision.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2877

(Garcia, Eduardo D) Water infrastructure projects: grants: tribal governments.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Would state the intent of the Legislature to enact subsequent legislation that would create
the Tribal Government Water Infrastructure Grant Fund in the State Treasury to provide grants to tribal
governments for water infrastructure projects.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2895

(Arambula D) Water transfers.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law regulates water transfers and authorizes a permittee or licensee to
temporarily change the point of diversion, place of use, or purpose of use due to a transfer or
exchange of water or water rights if the transfer would only involve the amount of water that would
have been consumptively used or stored by the permittee or licensee in the absence of the proposed
temporary change, would not injure any legal user of the water, and would not unreasonably affect
fish, wildlife, or other instream beneficial uses. Current law defines a temporary change for these
purposes to mean a change of point of diversion, place of use, or purpose of use involving a transfer
or exchange of water or water rights for a period of one year or less. This bill would make
nonsubstantive changes to the definition of a temporary change.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2919

(Fong R) Dams: water: fishway.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law requires the owner of a dam to allow sufficient water at all times to pass
through a fishway, or in the absence of a fishway, allow sufficient water to pass over, around or
through the dam, to keep in good condition any fish that may be planted or exist below the dam. This
bill would make nonsubstantive changes to that provision.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

AB 2940

(Dahle, Megan R) Water rights: reasonable and beneficial use of water.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/19/2022-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Location: 2/18/2022-A. PRINT
Summary: Current law declares that the right to water is limited to that water that is reasonably
required for the beneficial use to be served, and does not extend to the waste or unreasonable use,
unreasonable method of use, or unreasonable method of diversion of water. This bill would make
nonsubstantive changes to that provision.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch
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ACA 1

(Aguiar-Curry D) Local government financing: affordable housing and public infrastructure: voter
approval.
Current Text: Introduced: 12/7/2020 html pdf
Status: 4/22/2021-Referred to Coms. on L. GOV. and APPR.
Location: 4/22/2021-A. L. GOV.
Summary: The California Constitution prohibits the ad valorem tax rate on real property from
exceeding 1% of the full cash value of the property, subject to certain exceptions. This measure would
create an additional exception to the 1% limit that would authorize a city, county, city and county, or
special district to levy an ad valorem tax to service bonded indebtedness incurred to fund the
construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or replacement of public infrastructure, affordable housing,
or permanent supportive housing, or the acquisition or lease of real property for those purposes, if the
proposition proposing that tax is approved by 55% of the voters of the city, county, or city and county,
as applicable, and the proposition includes specified accountability requirements.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 18

(Skinner D) Hydrogen: green hydrogen: emissions of greenhouse gases.
Current Text: Amended: 6/30/2021 html pdf
Last Amend: 6/30/2021
Status: 8/27/2021-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(12). (Last location was APPR. SUSPENSE
FILE on 8/19/2021)(May be acted upon Jan 2022)
Location: 8/27/2021-A. 2 YEAR
Summary: Would require the State Air Resources Board, by December 31, 2022, as a part of the
scoping plan and the state’s goal for carbon neutrality, to identify the role of hydrogen, and particularly
green hydrogen, in helping California achieve the goals of the act and the state’s other climate goals.
The bill would require the state board, in consultation with the State Energy Resources Conservation
and Development Commission (Energy Commission) and Public Utilities Commission (PUC), to prepare
an evaluation posted to the state board’s internet website by June 1, 2023, that includes specified
information relative to the deployment, development, and use of hydrogen. The bill would require the
state board, in making these evaluations, to consult with the California Workforce Development Board
and labor and workforce organizations.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 99

(Dodd D) Community Energy Resilience Act of 2021.
Current Text: Amended: 7/5/2021 html pdf
Last Amend: 7/5/2021
Status: 8/27/2021-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(12). (Last location was APPR. SUSPENSE
FILE on 8/19/2021)(May be acted upon Jan 2022)
Location: 8/27/2021-A. 2 YEAR
Summary: Current law establishes within the Natural Resources Agency the State Energy Resources
Conservation and Development Commission. Current law assigns the commission various duties,
including applying for and accepting grants, contributions, and appropriations, and awarding grants
consistent with the goals and objectives of a program or activity the commission is authorized to
implement or administer. This bill, the Community Energy Resilience Act of 2021, would require the
commission to develop and implement a grant program for local governments to develop community
energy resilience plans and expedite permit review of distributed energy resources by local
governments.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 222

(Dodd D) Water Rate Assistance Program.
Current Text: Amended: 8/30/2021 html pdf
Last Amend: 8/30/2021
Status: 9/10/2021-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(15). (Last location was INACTIVE FILE on
9/3/2021)(May be acted upon Jan 2022)
Location: 9/10/2021-A. 2 YEAR
Summary: Would establish the Water Rate Assistance Fund in the State Treasury to help provide
water affordability assistance, for both drinking water and wastewater services, to low-income
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ratepayers and ratepayers experiencing economic hardship in California. The bill would require the
Department of Community Services and Development to develop and administer the Water Rate
Assistance Program established by the bill.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

ACWA - W

CMUA - S/A

Watch

SB 230

(Portantino D) State Water Resources Control Board: Constituents of Emerging Concern in
Drinking Water Program.
Current Text: Amended: 1/20/2022 html pdf
Last Amend: 1/20/2022
Status: 1/26/2022-Read third time. Passed. (Ayes 37. Noes 0.) Ordered to the Assembly. In Assembly.
Read first time. Held at Desk.
Location: 1/26/2022-A. DESK
Summary: Would require the State Water Resources Control Board to establish, maintain, and direct a
dedicated program called the Constituents of Emerging Concern in Drinking Water Program for 5 years
to assess the state of information and recommend areas for further study on, among other things, the
occurrence of constituents of emerging concern (CEC) in drinking water sources and treated drinking
water. The bill would require the state board to convene, by an unspecified date, the Science Advisory
Panel for 3 years to review and provide recommendations to the state board on CECs for further
action, among other duties. The bill would require the state board to provide a final report to the
Legislature by June 1, 2026, on the work conducted by the panel.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

ACWA - F

CMUA - S

Watch

SB 463

(Dahle R) Water: landowner or water right holder right to modify, repair, or replace jointly used
conduits.
Current Text: Amended: 1/10/2022 html pdf
Last Amend: 1/10/2022
Status: 1/10/2022-From committee with author's amendments. Read second time and amended. Rereferred to Com. on W.,P., & W.
Location: 1/10/2022-A. W.,P. & W.
Summary: Current law declares that the general welfare requires that the water resources of the
state be put to beneficial use to the fullest extent of which they are capable, that the waste or
unreasonable use or unreasonable method of use of water be prevented, and that the conservation of
water is to be exercised with a view to the reasonable and beneficial use of water in the interest of
the people and for the public welfare. This bill would authorize a landowner, where a conduit is
constructed across or buried beneath the lands of 2 or more landowners, and the conduit is not under
the control or management of any public agency or authority, to modify, repair, or replace, as defined,
the conduit on or beneath their land if the modification, repair, or replacement is made in a manner
that does not impede the flow of the water to any other water right holder receiving a benefit of the
conduit.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 480

(Stern D) Metropolitan Water District of Southern California: rules: inappropriate conduct.
Current Text: Amended: 3/15/2021 html pdf
Last Amend: 3/15/2021
Status: 9/10/2021-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(15). (Last location was INACTIVE FILE on
8/19/2021)(May be acted upon Jan 2022)
Location: 9/10/2021-A. 2 YEAR
Summary: The Metropolitan Water District Act provides for the creation of metropolitan water districts
and specifies the powers and purposes of a district. The act requires the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California to establish and operate an Office of Ethics and adopt rules relating to internal
disclosure, lobbying, conflicts of interest, contracts, campaign contributions, and ethics for application
to its board members, officers, and employees. This bill would require the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California to adopt rules relating to inappropriate conduct, as defined, by board members,
officers, and employees.
Position
Misc1

Misc2
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Watch
ACWA - W
SB 559

(Hurtado D) Department of Water Resources: water conveyance systems: Water Conveyance
Restoration Fund.
Current Text: Amended: 8/30/2021 html pdf
Last Amend: 8/30/2021
Status: 9/10/2021-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(15). (Last location was INACTIVE FILE on
9/8/2021)(May be acted upon Jan 2022)
Location: 9/10/2021-A. 2 YEAR
Summary: Would establish the Water Conveyance Restoration Fund in the State Treasury to be
administered by the Department of Water Resources in consultation with the State Water Resources
Control Board and the Department of Fish and Wildlife. The bill would require all moneys deposited in
the fund to be expended, upon appropriation by the Legislature, in support of subsidence repair costs,
including environmental planning, permitting, design, and construction and necessary road and bridge
upgrades required to accommodate capacity improvements. The bill would require the Director of
Water Resources to apportion money appropriated from the fund, subject to specified requirements,
for the Friant-Kern Canal, Delta-Mendota Canal, San Luis Field Division of the California Aqueduct, and
San Joaquin Division of the California Aqueduct.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

ACWA - S

CMUA - S

Watch

SB 778

(Becker D) Buy Clean California Act: Environmental Product Declarations: concrete.
Current Text: Amended: 6/21/2021 html pdf
Last Amend: 6/21/2021
Status: 7/14/2021-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(11). (Last location was A. & A.R. on
6/24/2021)(May be acted upon Jan 2022)
Location: 7/14/2021-A. 2 YEAR
Summary: Would require as part of the Buy Clean California Act, beginning July 1, 2022, an awarding
authority to require a successful bidder for a contract for an eligible project, as separately defined for
purposes of these requirements, to submit a current Environmental Product Declaration, as defined, for
each concrete product before the product is installed in the project, as provided. The bill would require
the awarding authority, beginning January 1, 2023, when letting contracts that include concrete for
use in an eligible project to require all bids to include the global warming potential, as defined, for each
concrete product that will be delivered, the total concrete production CO2e, as defined, for all concrete
products included in the bid, and an estimate of delivery emissions, as defined, from transporting the
concrete. The bill would require the State Air Resources Board, on or before January 1, 2024, to
establish, and the department to publish in the State Contracting Manual, in a department
management memorandum, or on the department’s internet website, the maximum global warming
potential for concrete at the industry average global warming potential for concrete within each project
region and performance class, as provided.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 832

(Dodd D) Water rights: measurement of diversion.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/3/2022 html pdf
Status: 1/19/2022-Referred to Com. on N.R. & W.
Location: 1/19/2022-S. N.R. & W.
Summary: Current law requires a person who diverts 10 acre-feet or more of water per year under a
permit or license to install and maintain a device or employ a method capable of measuring the rate of
direct diversion, rate of collection to storage, and rate of withdrawal or release from storage. Current
law requires the measurements to be made using the best available technologies and best
professional practices using a device or methods satisfactory to the State Water Resources Control
Board, as specified in regulations adopted by the state board. Current law requires a permittee or
licensee to maintain a record of all diversion monitoring, as provided, and to include those records with
annual reports required to be submitted to the state board. Current law authorizes the state board to
modify these requirements if the state board finds that strict compliance with these requirements is
infeasible, is unreasonably expensive, would unreasonably affect public trust uses, or would result in
the waste or unreasonable use of water, or that the need for monitoring and reporting is adequately
addressed by other conditions of the permit or license. This bill would clarify existing law that a person
diverting 10 acre-feet or more of water per year under a registration is subject to these water
diversion measurement, recording, and reporting requirements.
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Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 890

(Nielsen R) Department of Water Resources: Water Storage and Conveyance Fund: water
storage and conveyance.
Current Text: Amended: 2/23/2022 html pdf
Last Amend: 2/23/2022
Status: 2/23/2022-From committee with author's amendments. Read second time and amended. Rereferred to Com. on N.R. & W.
Location: 2/9/2022-S. N.R. & W.
Summary: Would establish the Water Storage and Conveyance Fund in the State Treasury to be
administered by the Department of Water Resources. The bill would require all moneys deposited in
the fund to be expended, upon appropriation by the Legislature, in support of subsidence repair and
reservoir storage costs, including environmental planning, permitting, design, and construction and all
necessary road and bridge upgrades required to accommodate capacity improvements. The bill would
require the department to expend from the fund, upon appropriation by the Legislature, specified
monetary amounts to complete funding for the construction of the Sites Reservoir, and to restore the
capacity of 4 specified water conveyance systems, as prescribed, with 2 of those 4 expenditures being
in the form of a grant to the Friant Water Authority and to the San Luis and Delta-Mendota Water
Authority. This bill would make these provisions inoperative on July 1, 2030, and would repeal it as of
January 1, 2031.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 892

(Hurtado D) Cybersecurity preparedness: food and agriculture sector and water and wastewater
systems sector.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/31/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/17/2022-Set for hearing March 15.
Location: 2/9/2022-S. G.O.
Summary: Would require the Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) to develop, propose, and adopt
reporting requirements applicable to companies and cooperatives in the food and agriculture industry if
they identify a significant and verified cyber threat or active cyberattack. The bill would require a water
and wastewater systems sector entity serving more than 3,300 people to report their risk
assessments and emergency response plan required by the America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018
to the California Cybersecurity Integration Center, the Department of Water Resources, and the State
Water Resources Control Board.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

ACWA - W

CMUA - O/A

Watch

SB 896

(Dodd D) Wildfires: defensible space: grant programs: local governments.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/1/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/11/2022-Set for hearing March 8.
Location: 2/9/2022-S. N.R. & W.
Summary: Current law requires a person who owns, leases, controls, operates, or maintains a
building or structure in, upon, or adjoining a mountainous area, forest-covered lands, shrub-covered
lands, grass-covered lands, or land that is covered with flammable material to maintain defensible
space of 100 feet from each side. Current law requires the Director of Forestry and Fire Protection to
establish a statewide program to allow qualified entities, including counties and other political
subdivisions of the state, to support and augment the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection in its
defensible space and home hardening assessment and education efforts. Current law requires the
director to establish a common reporting platform that allows defensible space and home hardening
assessment data, collected by the qualified entities, to be reported to the department. This bill would
require any local government entity that is qualified to conduct these defensible space assessments in
very high and high fire hazard severity zones and that reports that information to the department, to
report that information using the common reporting platform.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch
ACWA - F
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SB 938

(Hertzberg D) The Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000:
protest proceedings: procedural consolidation.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/8/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/16/2022-Referred to Com. on GOV. & F.
Location: 2/16/2022-S. GOV. & F.
Summary: The Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 provides the
exclusive authority and procedure for the initiation, conduct, and completion of changes of organization
and reorganization for cities and districts, except as specified. Under current law, in each county there
is a local agency formation commission that oversees these changes of organization and
reorganization. With a specified exception, current law provides for protest proceedings for a change
of organization or reorganization following adoption of a resolution making certain determinations by
the commission, as provided. Current law sets forth required procedures for the commission following
a protest hearing depending on the nature of the conducting authority, as defined, the type of change
of organization or reorganization, and the results of the protest proceeding. The bill would reorganize
and consolidate the above-described procedures. The bill would make conforming changes and remove
obsolete provisions.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 991

(Newman D) Public contracts: progressive design-build: local agencies.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/14/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/23/2022-Referred to Com. on GOV. & F.
Location: 2/23/2022-S. GOV. & F.
Summary: Current law, until January 1, 2025, authorizes local agencies, as defined, to use the designbuild procurement process for specified public works with prescribed cost thresholds. Current law
requires specified information submitted by a design-build entity in the design-build procurement
process to be certified under penalty of perjury. This bill, until January 1, 2033, authorizes local
agencies, defined as any city, county, city and county, or special district authorized by law to provide
for the production, storage, supply, treatment, or distribution of any water from any source, to use the
progressive design-build process for public works projects in excess of $5,000,000, similar to the
progressive design-build process authorized for use by the Director of General Services. The bill would
require specified information to be verified under penalty of perjury.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1059

(Becker D) Water Recycling in Landscaping Act: recycled water producers.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/23/2022-Referred to Coms. on GOV. & F. and N.R. & W.
Location: 2/23/2022-S. GOV. & F.
Summary: The Water Recycling in Landscaping Act requires a recycled water producer, as defined, if
the recycled water producer determines that within 10 years they will provide recycled water that
meets specified conditions within the boundaries of a local agency, to notify the local agency of that
fact and other specified information. This bill would instead require a recycled water producer to
provide that notification if they determine that within 8 years they will provide recycled water that
meets specified conditions within the boundaries of a local agency.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1100

(Cortese D) Open meetings: orderly conduct.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/16/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/23/2022-Referred to Coms. on GOV. & F. and JUD.
Location: 2/23/2022-S. GOV. & F.
Summary: Would authorize the members of the legislative body conducting a meeting to remove an
individual for willfully interrupting the meeting. The bill, except as provided, would require removal to
be preceded by a warning, either by the presiding member of the legislative body or a law
enforcement officer, that the individual is disrupting the proceedings and a request that the individual
curtail their disruptive behavior or be subject to removal. The bill would similarly require a warning
before clearing a meeting room for willful interruptions by a group or groups. The bill would define
“willfully interrupting” to mean intentionally engaging in behavior during a meeting of a legislative body
that substantially impairs or renders infeasible the orderly conduct of the meeting in accordance with
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law. The term would include failure to comply with a reasonable regulation adopted in accordance with
existing law after a warning and request in accordance with the bill, as applicable. By establishing new
requirements for local legislative bodies, this bill would impose a state-mandated program.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1130

(McGuire D) Local government.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/16/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/23/2022-Referred to Com. on RLS.
Location: 2/16/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Current law establishes various powers and duties of local agencies, including counties,
cities, and cities and counties. This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact subsequent
legislation relating to local government.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1144

(Wiener D) Safe drinking water: public buildings.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/16/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/23/2022-Referred to Com. on RLS.
Location: 2/16/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Would declare that the replacement of lead pipe and inefficient plumbing fixtures in schools
and public buildings is a state priority and would state the intent of the Legislature to enact
subsequent legislation that would require the State Water Resources Control Board or the Natural
Resources Agency to prepare a water management plan to, among other things, ensure safe water
quality for public buildings.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1146

(Grove R) Water rights: reasonable and beneficial use of water.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/16/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/23/2022-Referred to Com. on RLS.
Location: 2/16/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Current law declares that the right to water is limited to that water that is reasonably
required for the beneficial use to be served, and does not extend to the waste or unreasonable use,
unreasonable method of use, or unreasonable method of diversion of water. This bill would make
nonsubstantive changes to that provision.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1150

(Gonzalez D) Pure and safe drinking water.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/16/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/23/2022-Referred to Com. on RLS.
Location: 2/16/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Current law, the California Safe Drinking Water Act, requires the State Water Resources
Control Board to administer provisions relating to the regulation of drinking water to protect public
health and vests with the state board specified responsibilities. This bill would make nonsubstantive
changes to legislative findings and declarations in the act relating to pure and safe drinking water.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1157

(Hertzberg D) Urban water use objectives: indoor residential water use.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/17/2022-S. RLS.

Page 21/25

31

Summary: Current law requires the Department of Water Resources, in coordination with the State
Water Resources Control Board, and including collaboration with and input from stakeholders, to
conduct necessary studies and investigations and authorizes the department and the board to jointly
recommend to the Legislature a standard for indoor residential water use. Current law, until January 1,
2025, establishes 55 gallons per capita daily as the standard for indoor residential water use. Existing
law establishes, beginning January 1, 2025, the greater of 52.5 gallons per capita daily or a standard
recommended by the department and the board as the standard for indoor residential water use, and
beginning January 1, 2030, establishes the greater of 50 gallons per capita daily or a standard
recommended by the department and the board as the standard for indoor residential water use. This
bill would eliminate the option of using the greater of 52.5 gallons per capita daily and the greater of
50 gallons per capita daily, as applicable, or a standard recommended by the department and the
board as the standard for indoor residential water use.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch
ACWA - O/A
SB 1166

(Grove R) Department of Water Resources: appropriations of water.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/17/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Under current law, the Department of Water Resources is required to make and file with
the State Water Resources Control Board applications for the appropriation of any water that, in the
department’s judgment, is or may be required in the development and completion of all or part of a
general or coordinated plan for the development, utilization, or conservation of the water resources of
the state. Existing law gives those applications priority, as of the date of filing the application, over any
subsequent application and generally exempts the applications from certain water rights diligence
provisions. This bill would make nonsubstantive changes to these provisions.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1188

(Laird D) Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund: financial assistance.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/17/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Current law, the Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Law of 1997, establishes the
continuously appropriated Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund to provide financial assistance for
the design and construction of projects for public water systems that will enable those systems to
meet safe drinking water standards. Current law authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board,
to the extent permitted by federal law, to provide up to 100% grant funding, and principal forgiveness
and 0% financing on loans, from the fund to a project for a water system that serves a severely
disadvantaged community. Current law requires the interest rate for repayable financing provided from
the fund to be 0% if the financing is for a public water system that serves a disadvantaged community
with a financial hardship or if the financing is for a public water system that provides matching funds.
This bill would delete those provisions relating to 0% financing and interest and would instead
generally authorize the board, to the extent authorized by federal law, to provide reduced or 0%
financing to further the purposes of the Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Law of 1997. The bill
would delete the requirement that a water system serve a severely disadvantaged community in order
to be provided with up to 100% grant funding or principal forgiveness and instead authorize providing
that grant funding or principal forgiveness to certain other water systems. By making moneys in the
Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund, a continuously appropriated fund, available for new
purposes, the bill would make an appropriation. This bill contains other related provisions and other
existing laws.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1197

(Caballero D) Water Innovation and Drought Resiliency Act of 2022.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/17/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Existing law declares that the protection of the public interest in the development of the
water resources of the state is of vital concern to the people of the state and that the state shall
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determine in what way the water of the state, both surface and underground, should be developed for
the greatest public benefit. This bill, the Water Innovation and Drought Resiliency Act of 2022, would
create the Initiative to Advance Water Innovation and Drought Resiliency at the office for the
furtherance of new technologies and other innovative approaches in the water sector.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1205

(Allen D) Water rights: appropriation.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/17/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Would require the State Water Resources Control Board to develop and adopt regulations
to provide greater specificity as to the methods and practices for determining water availability in the
issuance and administration of water right permits and licenses, including consideration of the effects
of climate change upon watershed hydrology as part of the preparation of water availability analyses.
The bill would require the board to consult with the Department of Water Resources, the Department
of Fish and Wildlife, and qualified hydrologists and climate change scientists in preparing the
regulations.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1218

(Hurtado D) Delta Stewardship Council: annual water supply reliability estimation.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/17/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Current law, the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act of 2009, establishes the Delta
Stewardship Council, which is required to develop, adopt, and commence implementation of a
comprehensive management plan, known as the Delta Plan, for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.
This bill would require the council, at least once annually, to publish on its internet website, in
consultation with relevant state and federal agencies and the public, a water supply reliability
estimation for the water flows into the Delta and out of the Straits of Carquinez and into the San
Francisco Bay.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1219

(Hurtado D)

Water: State Water Resources Control Board dissolution: Blue Ribbon Commission.

Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/17/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Current law establishes the State Water Resources Control Board within the California
Environmental Protection Agency with specified duties relating to, among other things, administering
water rights, the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, and the California Safe Drinking Water Act.
Current law establishes the Department of Water Resources within the Natural Resources Agency and
prescribes the jurisdiction and various general administrative authorities and duties of the department
regarding, among other things, matters pertaining to water resources and dams in the state. This bill
would dissolve the board as of January 1, 2025.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1220

(Hurtado D) Sustainable Groundwater Management Act: groundwater sustainability plans.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/17/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Current law, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, requires all groundwater
basins designated as high- or medium-priority basins by the Department of Water Resources that are
designated as basins subject to critical conditions of overdraft to be managed under a groundwater
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sustainability plan or coordinated groundwater sustainability plans by January 31, 2020, and requires
all other groundwater basins designated as high- or medium-priority basins to be managed under a
groundwater sustainability plan or coordinated groundwater sustainability plans by January 31, 2022,
except as specified. This bill would provide that nothing in those provisions relating to making
submissions to the department shall be construed to prohibit groundwater sustainability agencies that
have developed multiple groundwater sustainability plans for a basin from amending the coordination
agreement following department issuance of an assessment of the plans. This bill contains other
existing laws.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1221

(Hurtado D) Wastewater operator certification program.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/17/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Current law requires the State Water Resources Control Board to issue a water treatment
operator certificate and water distribution operator certificate by reciprocity to any person holding a
valid, unexpired, comparable certification issued by another state, the United States, prescribed
territories or tribal governments, or a unit of any of these. Current law requires the board to classify
types of wastewater treatment plants for the purpose of determining the levels of competence
necessary to operate them. Current law requires a person who operates a nonexempt wastewater
treatment plant to possess a valid, unexpired wastewater certificate, as defined. Current law requires
the board to develop and specify in its regulations the training necessary to qualify a person for a
wastewater certificate for each type and class of plant. Current law authorizes the board to accept
experience in lieu of qualification training. This bill would make a nonsubstantive change in the
provision regarding accepting experience in lieu of qualification training.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1226

(Durazo D) Joint powers agreements.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/17/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: The Joint Exercise of Powers Act defines "public agency" for purposes of that act to include,
among others, state and local agencies, the federal government, or any federal department or agency.
This bill would make a nonsubstantive change to that definition.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1254

(Hertzberg D) Drinking water: administrator: managerial and other services.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/17/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/18/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/17/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Current law prescribes the processes and procedures pursuant to which the State Water
Resources Control Board may identify a designated water system in need of services, order a
designated water system to accept services from an administrator, and work with the administrator of
a designated water system to develop adequate technical, managerial, and financial capacity to
develop an adequate supply of affordable, safe drinking water so that administrator services are no
longer necessary. This bill would, among other things, expand the definition of "designated water
system" and limit the liability of an administrator and the state board when the state board appoints
an administrator to a designated water system, as prescribed.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1426

(Caballero D) Cannabis: water pollution crimes.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/22/2022-From printer.
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Location: 2/18/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Would make it a felony to plant, cultivate, harvest, dry, or process more than 6 living
cannabis plants, or any part thereof, and where that activity involves theft of groundwater,
unauthorized tapping into a water conveyance or storage infrastructure, digging an unpermitted,
illegal well, or the pollution of groundwater, as specified. This bill would also clarify that causing
substantial environmental harm to public resources includes groundwater. By expanding the scope of a
crime, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1442

(Borgeas R) Water conservation and reclamation projects.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/22/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/18/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: Current law establishes the Water Conservation Projects Act of 1985 and declares the
intent of the Legislature to encourage local agencies and private enterprise to implement water
conservation and reclamation projects. This bill would make nonsubstantive changes to related
legislative findings and declarations.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1459

(Caballero D) State water policy.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/22/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/18/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act requires the State Water Resources Control
Board to formulate and adopt state policy for water quality control. This bill would make
nonsubstantive changes to that provision.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch

SB 1485

(Rubio D) Water quality: statewide program.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/18/2022 html pdf
Status: 2/22/2022-From printer.
Location: 2/18/2022-S. RLS.
Summary: The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act designates the State Water Resources
Control Board and the California regional water quality control boards as the principal state agencies
with authority over matters relating to water quality. The act requires the state board and the regional
boards to, among other things, coordinate their respective activities to achieve a unified and effective
water quality control program in the state.This bill would make nonsubstantive changes to the latter
provision.
Position
Misc1

Misc2

Watch
Total Measures: 91
Total Tracking Forms: 91

Page 25/25

35

This page intentionally left blank.

36

Sweetwater Authority
February 2022 Federal Update
February 10, 2022
TO:

Carlos Quintero, P.E., General Manager, Sweetwater Authority

FROM: Don Gilchrest, President, Thomas Walters & Associates, Inc.
This memo provides a brief summary of the federal issues impacting Sweetwater Authority so far
in 2022 and advocacy actions we are taking to implement your federal agenda.
High Hazard Potential Dams Program
Enactment of H.R. 3684, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, last November, provided a
significant opportunity for Sweetwater Authority to obtain federal support for the Sweetwater Dam
and South Dike Improvements project. H.R. 3684 included $585 million for FEMA’s High Hazard
Potential Dams (HHPD) program, which we had advocated for because of the program’s
usefulness for dam rehabilitation. This is significantly more than the $10 million - $12 million that
has typically been provided each year to the program in the past. Sweetwater Authority can apply
for the HHPD funding in the bill through the State of California.
Funding for Water Treatment/Supply Projects
H.R. 3684 also provided additional funding for the Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund
(DWSRF), including $11.7 billion for Drinking Water SRF projects, $15 billion for lead service
line replacement, and $4 billion for Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances treatment. Although the
SRF usually provides low-interest loans, H.R. 3684 specifies that at least 49 percent of the funding
will be used for grants or forgivable loans, which are much more useful to an agency like
Sweetwater Authority. This funding will be allocated through the California State Water Resources
Control Board.
21st Century Dams Act
Senator Feinstein is the primary sponsor of S. 2356, the 21st Century Dams Act, which has also
been introduced in the House by Representative Kuster (D-NH) as H.R. 4375. The legislation
proposes $1 billion for FEMA’s High Hazard Potential Dams program, but it also would provide
funding for a broad range of other dam safety programs that are run by the federal government.
We are working with the bill sponsors to enact S. 2356/H.R. 4375 as a possible source of support
for the Sweetwater Dam and South Dike Improvements project.
At the end of January, we assisted you in sending letters of support for the bill to the primary
sponsors as well as Sweetwater Authority’s local delegation in the House and the Senate. We
have also been reaching out to other stakeholders with similar concerns to urge them to work in
support of the legislation. In addition, Senator Feinstein has agreed to request that a revised
version of the legislation be included in the Water Resources Development Act of 2022 (WRDA
2022) that the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works is planning to draft this
year. We are currently working with the House sponsor to obtain a similar request for the version
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of WRDA 2022 that will be drafted by the House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure. Once the initial request is made in the House, we will also be asking your local
delegation to support the same request for WRDA 2022.
FY 2023 Appropriations Bills
President Biden is expected to release his FY 2023 budget proposals soon after the March 1 State
of the Union Address. The President’s budget submission to Congress is the beginning of the
annual appropriations process and will provide important information to Sweetwater Authority
about possible funding opportunities or lobbying objectives. We will be carefully reviewing the
President’s Budget to provide you with recommendations for any additional advocacy or project
funding opportunities that arise.
Build Back Better Plan
House and Senate Democrats are continuing to discuss the details of legislation to implement
President Biden’s Build Back Better Plan. Although the House passed H.R. 5376, the Build Back
Better budget reconciliation legislation, on November 19, Senate deliberations on the bill have
come to a standstill because of the announcement by Senator Manchin (D-WV) that he would not
support the legislation. The next steps for the bill are still unclear and the bill is likely to be scaled
back dramatically if it is brought up again. We continue to monitor the negotiations for any
opportunities or impacts on Sweetwater Authority.
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TO:

Governing Board (Legislative Affairs and Communications Committee)

FROM:

Carlos Quintero, General Manager
Dan Hayes, Program Manager
Leslie Payne, Public Affairs Manager

DATE:

March 1, 2022

SUBJECT:

Water Efficiency Business Outreach Plan

SUMMARY
Authority staff is working on a proposed Water Efficiency Business Outreach Plan. This
plan would launch in FY 2022-23 as a way for Authority staff to connect with businesses
and promote efficiency and cost savings to local businesses. The attached presentation
is a draft concept that will be finalized and included in the upcoming budget process.
FISCAL IMPACT
Funds for this plan will be proposed for the Programs and Public Affairs budget for FY
2022-23.
POLICY / STRATEGIC PLAN
Strategic Plan Goal 4: Customer Service, Citizen Engagement and Community
Relations (CS)-Provide high-quality customer service based on customer feedback and
serve the community through education, outreach, and partnerships.


Objective CS1: Develop an outreach program that includes a multi-faceted
approach to communications and customer outreach - including, but not limited
to, press releases, web-based communications, social media, community
presentations, community events, educational opportunities, and periodically
surveying customer opinion.



Objective CS4: Support local, small, and disadvantaged businesses in the
community.

CONCLUSION
This is an information item.
ATTACHMENT
Presentation - Water Efficiency Business Outreach
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March 7, 2022

Water Efficiency
Business Outreach
Dan Hayes, Program Manager
Leslie Payne, Public Affairs Manager

V.7.30.21
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Establish a Water Efficiency Partner Program
• Program creation

- Establish criteria

• Incentives to participate
• Potential outreach plan
• Next steps

2
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Proposed Program Criteria
• Conduct a WaterSmart Checkup
• Authority to make personalized recommendations based on
established criteria

- e.g. Replace toilets/urinals with water efficient models; replace turf
with water efficient landscaping

• Business implementation of recommendations

- Funding available through SoCal Water$mart Rebate Program
- Labor costs funded through new Authority incentive?
- Encourage application for STEP/WEEP grants when appropriate

• Site visit by WE staff to verify implementation

3
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Incentives for Business Participation
• Free in‐depth water use assessment

- Potential reduction of operating costs
- Access to existing rebates and grants

- Potential exclusive additional incentives from new Authority
funds

• Community Recognition

- Window decal & use of program logo
- Recognition on Authority website/social media
- Official Board recognition

4
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Proposed Program Outreach
• Create branded program materials
• Create website hub for all program materials
• Targeted outreach to businesses

- e.g. direct mail specific to business type with relevant
program information

Concept logo

- Restaurants (approx. 220 accounts)
- Laundromats (approx. 30 accounts)
- Hotels (approx. 11 accounts)

• Additional promotion through established Authority
channels (e.g. social media, customer newsletter, etc.)
• Leverage community partnerships for program promotion

5
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Next Steps
• Determine specific program criteria
• Establish implementation timeline

- Items to be proposed in FY 2022‐23 budget for Board
Consideration
- Proposed launch in FY 2022‐23

6
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TO:

Governing Board (Legislative Affairs and Communications Committee)

FROM:

Carlos Quintero, General Manager
Leslie Payne, Public Affairs Manager

DATE:

March 1, 2022

SUBJECT:

Consideration of Requests for Proposals for On-call Communications
Consulting Services

SUMMARY
Through the approval of the FY 2021-22 Strategic Plan Detailed Work Plan (Annual
Work Plan), the Board directed staff to engage the services of an on-call
communications consultant to develop and implement targeted and culturally
appropriate outreach to the Authority’s Spanish-speaking customers, as identified in the
Annual Strategic Work Plan. This includes:








Enhance Spanish media outreach – Develop a strategy for building relationships
with Spanish speaking media outlets; provide press releases in English and
Spanish
Increase media outreach and coverage – Develop relationships with media
contacts, including a potential “campaign” or events to foster relationships
Develop outreach metrics and ensure outreach to all Authority districts; utilize
metrics and data to perform targeted outreach
Cultivate cultural awareness and responsiveness in messaging and outreach
methods
Develop campaigns to promote Authority Programs and link messaging to
compatible messaging at other agencies (i.e. trust tap water campaign, rebates)
Implementation of customer survey recommendations and findings

At its August 25, 2021 meeting, the Board directed staff to issue the RFP with an
approved budget of $50,000. The Communications Committee provided input on the
RFP and the criteria for selection.
The RFP identified the following criteria for selection:
1. Related experience of respondents - 10 points
2. Knowledge of the Authority’s Service Area - 10 points
3. Professional qualifications of individuals assigned to the Project and related
information - 30 points
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4. Fees - 20 points
5. Overall proposal content and related information - 30 points
The Communications Committee conducted interviews on October 12, 2021, and made
a recommendation to the Board. At its October 27, 2021 meeting, the Board directed
staff to reissue the RFP. The RFP was reissued in December 2021 with a proposal
submission deadline of February 1, 2022. The Authority received two proposals from
NV5 and TAMAR Communications (Attachments 2 and 3, respectively).
PAST BOARD ACTIONS
December 8, 2021 The Governing Board approved to reissue the RFP with edits
adding specific outreach tools and methods of communication to
include community newsletters and email outreach; the addition of
a campaign on the safety of tap water; and efforts to build
community partnerships with non-profits and other organizations to
reach Spanish speaking audiences.
October 27, 2021

The Governing Board rejected the committee’s recommendation
and directed staff to re-issue the RFP.

October 12, 2021

The Communications Committee conducted interviews and
recommended NV5 pursuant to the selection criteria.

August 25, 2021

The Governing Board directed staff to issue the RFP, increase the
budget to $50,000 by allocating $14,000 from the 2023 Strategic
Plan Update project, and approved the selection criteria.

June 9, 2021

The Governing Board adopted Resolution 21-14, Adopting a
Budget for FY 2021- 22.
The Governing Board approved the FY 2021-22 Strategic Plan
Detailed Work Plan (Annual Work Plan).

March 24, 2021

The Governing Board considered the Communications Strategy
Concepts for FY 2021-22.

FISCAL IMPACT
Funds for a communications consultant are in the FY 2021-22 Budget in the amount of
$50,000.
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POLICY / STRATEGIC PLAN
Strategic Plan Goal 4: Customer Service, Citizen Engagement, and Community
Relations (CS) - Provide high quality customer service based on customer feedback
and serve the community through education, outreach, and partnerships.


Objective CS1: Develop an outreach program that includes a multi-faceted
approach to communications and customer outreach - including, but not limited
to, press releases, web-based communications, social media, community
presentations, community events, educational opportunities, and periodically
surveying customer opinion
o 001.00 Utilize consultant services to develop and implement targeted and
culturally appropriate outreach to the Authority's Spanish speaking
customers.
o 002.00 Increase messaging to customers through direct mail outreach
(e.g., envelope artwork and billing inserts), to include the Authority's
flushing and local business program.
o 003.00 Strengthen relationships and increase coverage in English and
Spanish media.
o 004.00 Develop a campaign and increase messaging on the safety of tap
water.
o 005.00 Develop strategies to promote the Authority's rebate and water
efficiency programs
o 006.00 Implement Board recommendations from the Customer Survey,
as directed by the Board.

ALTERNATIVES
1. Select a consultant based on the proposals received.
2. Interview the proposing consultants
3. Other direction as determined by the Governing Board.
RECOMMENDATION
Staff defers to the Governing Board for next steps.
ATTACHMENTS
1. RFP - On-Call Communications Consulting Services
2. Proposal – NV5
3. Proposal – TAMAR Communications
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ATTACHMENT 2

January 20th, 2022
Leslie Payne
Public Affairs Manager
Sweetwater Authority
505 Garrett Avenue
Chula Vista, CA 91912
Electronic Copy Submitted To: lpayne@sweetwater.org
Subject: Letter Proposal for Sweetwater Authority On-Call Communications and Outreach Assistance
Dear Leslie:
NV5, Inc (NV5) is pleased to submit our quote to the Sweetwater Authority (the Authority) for On-Call
Communications and Outreach Assistance services. We understand that highly targeted and personalized
media relations are more important than ever as community members are choosing to inform themselves
via news platforms, spending more time watching their screens, swiping from one story and video to the
next. Public agencies are finding that the inability to conduct in-person community meetings and events has
increased the need to strengthen their working relationships with local and regional media to share valuable
information and update the community in languages that they understand best.
This proposal to provide services that include Spanish language media and communication services offers a
team that brings fresh ideas as well as extensive experience and capacity to maximize your budget. We
understand the importance of working as an extension of your team on an on-call basis and will apply our media
relations expertise to provide timely translation services, expert communications strategy, planning,
implementation, and support, as well as writing services for press releases, brochures, social media, web
content, etc. We can also provide media buying services that have returned outstanding value to cities, with
analytics reporting to understand in detail each campaign.
This quote is broken down into five sections:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Qualifications and Scope of Work
Key Personnel and As Needed Subcontractors
Cost, Fee Schedule and Payment Provisions
Exceptions, Assumptions, and Exclusions
Appendix: Resumes

This quote is good for 90 days. If the enclosed proposal meets with your approval, please provide us with a
Service Authorization Order, Purchase Order, or applicable contracting mechanism as a notice to proceed.
We appreciate the opportunity to provide this quote and look forward to working with you. Please feel free to
call me at (858) 735-2922 if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
NV5, Inc.
Gabriela Dow
Community Relations Director
P27521-0005359.00

Carmen Kasner, PE
Regional Managing Director

15092 Avenue of Science, Suite 200 | San Diego, CA 92128 | www.NV5.com | Office 858.385.0500 | Fax 858.385.0400
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1.0 QUALIFICATIONS AND SCOPE OF WORK
For more than 25 years, the NV5 community relations team has provided professional expertise for public
and private sector agencies – including water outreach programs for similar public agencies, including the
Vallecitos Water District, Padre Dam Municipal Water District, Santa Fe Irrigation District, San Diego County
Water Authority and cities of Carlsbad and Oceanside.
NV5 is a California Corporation with 425 employees in Southern California and 3,400 worldwide, with offices
across the United States. We listen to our clients and understand the unique needs of public agencies. As a
result, our clients trust us to provide the integrated and innovative solutions that enable their success –
regardless of project size or complexity.
Our communications team is ready and available to provide communications assistance and strategic
guidance. Depending on the home base office, we are 10 to 30 minutes away from the Sweetwater
Authority’s office. We are a full-service team Comprised of highly experienced experts in communications,
copywriting, public outreach, marketing, crisis communications, media relations, and graphic design. NV5’s
community relations team has more than 200 years of combined experience working specifically with water
agencies as consultants. We are confident our expertise in public outreach, communications, and water
makes us your ideal partner.
Our public affairs, marketing, and community outreach team offers proven expertise to successfully provide
on-call strategic communications, construction outreach, and graphic design services. Our extensive water
knowledge and expertise makes our team Authority’s ideal partner for value. We have a strong personal
commitment to the success of your programs. Our team specializes in water, capital improvements, and
environmental projects. We are well versed in topics that relate directly to the Authority’s services. We
understand and have extensive experience communicating about topics regarding local and imported water,
treatment, storage, reservoirs, aquifers and well water.
Working under the direction of the Public Affairs Manager and working closely with the Public Affairs staff,
the NV5 team will perform the following services as needed to complement and support communications
and outreach activities. Our team has provided successful media relations and community engagement
services to the Authority and would be honored by the opportunity to continue helping build toward your fiveyear vision for success:
•

Sweetwater Authority is integrated into the living, vibrant community it serves, where experts,
supporters, followers, and employees share experiences, ideas and knowledge in support of the
Authority’s mission.

•

The utility is positioned more strongly as a modern thought leader and advocate for water
stewardship, innovation and inclusion.

•

Increase synergy linking sweetwater.org, materials, media, newsletters, social media, and community
outreach through enhanced use of workflow processes and a tactical plan for content.

•

Continue social media policies, brand guidelines, and an internal communications channel to meet
the needs of the entire organization.

•

Seek input to empower consumers and stakeholders while utilizing existing content marketing focus
and qualitative/quantitative research results that make it easier for Sweetwater Authority to involve
customers in the conversation and to connect them to content that matters.
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PRIMARY SERVICES
Media Relations: Our media relations services
are delivered as a blend of expert strategy and
highly connected practitioners, with project
coordinators available to stretch your budget
for effective pitching and implementation. In
addition, our use of tools like Meltwater have
proven to stretch your budget to exceed
expectations. Additional on-call services like
community and business outreach are always
provided with high-touch and passion for the
vibrant community served by the Authority.
We will develop, expand and enhance media relations for the Authority (including media outlets that target
Spanish speaking populations), conduct and promote media pitches and expand Spanish-language media
connections for staff. We thrive on introducing our clients to reporters, editors, producers, podcast hosts,
and regional professionals, creating important and compelling content for audiences that would also benefit
from the Authority’s information. We look forward to strategizing with your team on specific platforms and
outlets that we can assist in growing relationships for ongoing coverage. Our work with local, regional, and
binational print and broadcast media includes working relationships with influencers throughout the CaliBaja
region. We also excel at obtaining coverage in national industry publications as well as building community
partnerships with non-profits and other organizations to reach Spanish speaking audiences.
Press Releases and Media Advisories: NV5 can prepare press releases and media advisories related to
special projects, events, or policy developments. We will coordinate with your communications team and our
local, regional, and industry media contacts to distribute the press release and can also be available to help
answer questions and inquiries from the media. We can gather and provide photos for each press release
and assist in distributing the press release to key contact lists for specific projects. We also create media
clips of resulting news coverage and include them on the project website, e-newsletters, stakeholder and
construction team updates. We can monitor comments about the press releases on digital news sites and
alert the client and project teams of any comments that need to be addressed. The comments are logged
into the central inquiry database/spreadsheet.
Strategic Planning: Our emphasis on a strategic approach to
media relations for the Authority will guide an approach that
impacts the long-term messaging conveyed by media outlets
beyond just a single press release or news story. We will work
with the Authority to develop an overarching narrative to create
successful programs and opportunities for the entire
community. We will provide communications support via
planning, strategy, and implementation, starting with a review of
the Authority’s recent Strategic Communications Plan to provide
analysis and recommendations on how to enhance or modify
the plan. We believe that an overarching strategy for all media
relations can help to guide each press release and media pitch
so that the Authority’s overall message and “brand” is conveyed,
along with each important headline, quote, and interview. As we
provide on-call media relations and translation services for
press conferences, community meetings, or other events, your
project supervisor will work with the strategic team as well as
support staff to align each effort with the overarching
messaging and strategy.
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When we were pitching media coverage for the Chula Vista Amazon HQ proposal, our targeted and strategic use of
our Meltwater platform garnered more than 100,000 million impressions and more than 40 media clips.
We are responsive and efficient, which means we will
make the most of our provided budget. We use
different tools for remote meetings and pitching. Our
methods of planning, scheduling, media pitching, and
delivering tasks have been proven via thousands of
successful and smooth implementations for hundreds
of clients over the years. Our internal team formally
meets on a weekly basis and uses tools like Microsoft
Teams, Skype, text, email, and video chat for minuteto-minute communication and coordination.
Deliverables are tracked in a web-based system, and
contacts have notes included in our customer
relationship management (CRM) database. The
content we provide will adhere to the Authority’s
writing and style guide.
The NV5 team of experienced community relations
professionals have successfully designed,
developed, and implemented hundreds of public
engagement and media outreach plans for public
agencies spanning our region. We extend earned media into social media for greatest impact, utilizing the
latest platforms where ratepayers, customers and community members spend time, ranging from Facebook
and Twitter to TikTok, YouTube, Instagram, LinkedIn and others.
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Our media strategies consistently accomplish the following goals and secure extensive industry awards:
• Create public awareness of the project (including anticipated benefits)
• Educate the public
• Keep the public updated
• Identify, in advance, potential concerns
• Facilitate two-way communication between target members of the community

Copywriting and Materials Development: Our NV5 team will stand ready to provide assistance writing and
designing collateral materials, displays, PowerPoint presentations, and/or website content to communicate,
educate and motivate your customers/external. We have provided these services for virtually every one of
our clients. We excel in creating friendly and informative materials that convey trust and professionalism to
the public while conforming to best practices for readability and ease of use, adhering to the Authority’s style
guides, website policy, and other standards. Each effort will be creatively planned to capture the right tone,
reach the targeted audience (including translation) and convey the content and messaging with visual
accuracy and creativity. Our copywriting and editing team will work hand-in-hand with our award-winning
designers to create powerful, eye-catching materials to assure the words and messages are memorable and
resonate with stakeholders. Many of our materials have earned honors from the Public Relations Society of
America and California Public Information Officials (CAPIO). NV5 can assist the Authority with the following
communication and promotion methods. Our writing services go beyond press releases, brochures, social
media, and web content to include additional materials like flyers, doorhangers, banners, signs, digital ads,
and scripts for video and audio. E-Newsletters are particularly useful to keep the community updated and
supplement media coverage. Other items like Bill Inserts and Fact Sheets can be created as attractive,
professional, and accurate materials in both digital and print formats.
Graphics and infographics are also helpful as informative, easy to read, and visually stunning information
pieces. Visual elements are an excellent way to demonstrate scientific or detailed information to community
members that prefer images. Working with your team, we can review and update your webpages with up-todate information and pictures. Consistent web updates help assure that the public has the information they
need and that web content is informative, professional, accurate, refreshed, and timely. We also create
informational and creative social media graphics to convey key messages and celebrate milestones.
Survey Analysis: We are ready to review the Authority’s recent Customer Survey and provide an analysis and
recommendations based on survey findings. Because monitoring and evaluating public perception is an
inherent part of making a public outreach program a success, we consider this survey analysis a key element
to guide follow-up activities. We can review public and internal Authority input, including responses to social
media content, public email communications, community meeting summaries, responses to Authority
surveys, and staff input regarding public perception and survey feedback. After reviewing this information
and existing outreach efforts, our team will identify areas for refinement and the best methods to maximize
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value to meet and exceed the goals of the communication program. We can help create strategic messaging
to achieve your goals and be proactive in outreaching to individuals and groups who may have concerns. The
NV5 team has provided these same services for the City of Oceanside, San Diego County Water Authority,
City of Carlsbad, and Padre Dam Municipal Water District.
We are especially eager to work with the Authoroity to analyze the survey reposnses and data in more detail
and recommend approaches and messgaung to address the results of 56% of ratepayers who purchase
their drinking water “generally doing it due to a prejudice rather than a dislike for their tap water; it’s not that
they don’t like the taste of it. A whopping 82% of those who have not tried the water at their homes are
buying non-SWA water.” The question was posed: “How does SWA overcome the prejudice against tap water
and get people to try it?” And this is a key item that effective, tailored communication can address to help
ratepayers save money, appreciate the quality of their drinking water and create new habits that will pay it
forward for future generations.
Cultural Appropriateness / Multicultural Communication: We will make recommendations and review
materials for cultural appropriateness in messaging and outreach materials prepared by the Authority. We
will also develop strategies that can be implemented to establish the Authority as an agency that empowers
people in ways that respect the unique diversity and culture of its customers and community at large. NV5
has extensive experience working closely with diverse communities and coordinating with neighborhood
leaders, community and planning boards, as well as managing public working and advisory committees. We
have a positive track record of forming successful and productive relationships with multi-cultural groups
and engaging difficult to reach communities.
Our NV5 team will work as an extension of not just your team but also your community to understand unique
needs, engage difficult to reach audiences, and receive contribution and integration of diverse viewpoints.
When information needs to be disseminated, and support or consensus needs to be reached about a
project, we can conduct personal outreach to diverse communities and/or create a public working group to
help foster understanding and engagement in the community. We not only help to identify and recruit
diverse group members and coordinate meetings but will provide a bilingual facilitator to guide the
discussions and help reach a final consensus. Our team has extensive experience coordinating with diverse
stakeholders and community groups, understanding that influencers constantly change and there is no
singular definition for groups like Hispanic, Latino, Latinx, etc. We have team members who are native
Spanish speakers who are available to talk with stakeholders or support the project with live translation at
meetings or other events. This is key for a service area with the following demographics reported in the
Ratepayer Survey: Hispanic 45.9% White 32.4% Asian 4.2% African-American 2.3% and Mixed Race 10.8%
-- described as “usually Hispanic (or Latino) in San Diego. Therefore, perhaps 57% of ratepayers should be
considered Latino.” Other details from this survey and service area research provide added understanding
with cultural nuances, such as “nearly all ratepayers (92%) have a yard or garden at their residence” but
“those without a yard or garden are more likely to be Latino or Asian-American and tend to be younger than
34.” Our Nv5 team will use all of this insight to create culturally appropriate and relevant messaging.
Translations: Our bilingual staff can create content, attend meetings and translate in real-time for social
media or Zoom meetings. We also work with certified translators in multiple languages to assure that
materials connect with all target audiences. Our professional translation services provide materials in
alternative languages, including Spanish, Chinese, Tagalog, Arabic, and others as required as we have for
many projects. We have worked on numerous projects in diverse multi-cultural areas, and we are
experienced in providing collateral materials in multiple languages and formats. We will assure translated
materials are proofed by a third party to assure the message and concept are correctly conveyed and in the
tone intended.
Community Engagement: We can help to identify target community organizations and planning groups in the
area. We can develop and manage community presentations for groups representing residents, businesses,
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environmental advocates, recreation enthusiasts, and all other groups, as well as elected officials. We have
attended and presented in front of hundreds of community groups that span the San Diego region from
Chula Vista to Fallbrook. We have provided these services for the San Diego County Water Authority, Padre
Dam Municipal Water District, and the cities of San Diego, Poway, Carlsbad, and Oceanside. Our team is
prepared to introduce Authority staff to local community groups as needed, provide contact information,
schedule presentations, help staff prepare for meetings and identify all logistics needs. Our recent
experience working within and for the City of Chula Vista is especially relevant as Chula Vista is home to the
largest share of the Authority’s ratepayers (58%).
Just as we helped the City of Chula Vista achieve measurable results in moving “Uncertain” community
members to a positive versus negative perception of the city, high-quality engagement and accurate,
memorable information can help the Authority maintain their impressive positive attitudinal rating (A’s and
B’s) as well as help those who are unsure recognize the benefits rather than allow misinformation to create
negative mispercetions.

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Media Buying and Advertising: Our team has managed targeted advertising campaigns with digital, print,
outdoor billboards, radio, etc., from $5,000 or $20,000 to over $100,000. Media buying and reporting of ad
buy results, including metrics, can be provided via our subcontractor, ProMedia. We understand that the
Sweetwater Authority will directly pay invoices for any and all advertising media if a media buy is needed.
Multicultural Community Outreach: Our team combines traditional marketing and communications expertise
with innovative outreach and engagement tools to achieve immediate and long-lasting results in community
outreach. We have a proven track record of serving public agency clients to achieve effective messaging and
reinforcement of successful campaigns that create behavior change and positive relationship building and
reach multi-cultural communities. In particular, we are finding a greater need to engage “hard-to-reach”
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stakeholders, in addition to multi-cultural, low-income populations and stakeholders in disadvantaged and
niche communities. With the increased need and focus on implementing outreach strategies, we work not
only to educate and inform but to markedly shape and change habits and behaviors.
Our team is prepared to successfully navigate and manage multi-cultural outreach via authentic
engagement, building upon our existing relationships with key stakeholders, community leaders,
organizations, elected officials, etc. We will work with the Authority to identify goals, challenges, and
opportunities and develop effective and responsive messaging, craft campaigns, and implement successful
programs and/or build support for a project. We interact with the community where they live, work, play or
worship—or through key influencers, advisors, and community representatives who are trusted resources.
Our community outreach campaigns inspire support from important stakeholder groups, strategic partners,
and other interest groups who will champion your messages. Our bilingual facilitators are readily available
for
community meetings, presentations, and forums on Authority initiatives and education.
Outreach to Community and Business Groups: One of our greatest skills is in connecting with key
stakeholders, including residents, community and civic groups, businesses, and other government/public
entities. We can help to create connections and expand relationships throughout the South Bay, San Diego
region, and Baja California. In addition to traditional marketing and community outreach expertise, our team
incorporates innovative outreach tools, technologies, and social platforms to reach target audiences. We are
focused on implementing a diverse blend of innovative and traditional methods that are effective,
quantifiable, and measurable, ideal for business groups. This combined team, work experience, skill sets,
and industry/community/government/media relationships will provide unparalleled depth and expertise to
serve the Authority. This includes email outreach and placement in community newsletters.
Crisis or Emergency Communications Assistance: We can proactively develop a crisis communication plan,
and conduct training and execute the crisis response plan as needed (i.e., accident on-site, a sink hole or
other infrastructure collapse, power line accident, disgruntled employee or neighbor, protesters, vandalism,
media cameras on-site without the crews knowing why, etc.). Our team members are available anytime,
including nights and weekends, we are accustomed to coordinating with the media on sensitive projects. We
know that public affairs is not a 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. operation, and we are ready to provide full support to your
program and team members to get the job done. We have managed responses to crises that have included
water and wastewater pipeline spills and breaks, water quality concerns including coronavirus and
PFAS/PFOA, sink holes, rate increases, construction conflicts with residents and businesses, project delays,
illegal employee activity, unauthorized squatters at a project site, elected official disapprovals and negative
news stories. We have helped the City of San Diego, Ross Valley Sanitary District, City of Carlsbad, City of
Oceanside, and many other clients strategize responses to effectively overcome the crisis at hand and work
toward a positive resolution and regaining public trust.

2.0 KEY PERSONNEL AND AS NEEDED SUBCONTRACTORS
The NV5 team has managed media relations for cities since the early 2000s, with many of our relationships
that were forged then still providing media coverage throughout the region. Technology, of course, grew the
media landscape and our expertise deepened to provide traditional and emerging media relations services,
maintaining our long-held commitment to local governments through excellent client service. It has been
exciting and rewarding to apply our experience and contacts, merged with the latest advancements and
technologies to position NV5 clients to maintain positive media relationships.
Our proposed project supervisor and supporting team have collectively worked on all aspects of media
relations and are not only qualified to provide Spanish language media and communication services but
bring a fresh approach to the messaging and use of innovative technology and amplification methods that
are effective for lasting coverage.
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Our team includes media relations specialists, who have garnered and earned positive, in-depth media
coverage in national outlets ranging from the Wall Street Journal to CNN, to local television, print, and radio
outlets, as well as emerging digital platforms and podcasts. We know that it’s not simply enough to craft a
well-written press release, translate it and send it out; established relationships with the media, timely and
newsworthy content, creative angles, and persistent follow-up are all needed to ensure positive stories that
promote projects and programs.
Our proposed Project Supervisor, Gabriela Dow, brings working experience with San Diego-based and
regional Spanish media that extends as far back as 1992 when she worked as an Editorial Assistant for the
county’s first and largest Spanish-language newspaper, El Latino. Gabriela went on to work for two CNN
Bureaus, KCBS, and print media outlets, turning those skills that she applied to reporting in the field,
manning the assignment desk, editing stories, and receiving pitches to craft pitches on behalf of cities and
establish memorable relationships. Her 25+ years of experience providing Spanish-language translation
and media services, similar in size and scope to what is requested in this RFP, are difficult to match.
Gabriela is teamed with Yanula Ramirez, an Emmy-award
winning Spanish Media specialist, whose experience as a
reporter, producer, anchor, and consultant consists of live
reports and social media expertise over the past few years. Best
known as the lead host of Univision San Diego's morning news
program, Despierta San Diego, Yanula’s on-air segments have
included SDG&E, UCSD, and Wells Fargo promo segments. And
during the pandemic, her work with The San Diego Latino
Health Coalition and the San Diego Opera has helped to inform
the public on life-saving updates as well arts and music that are
helping to get us through these difficult times. Yanula has
forged close relationships with Univision San Diego, where she
worked as on-air talent, as well as Telemundo 33, TV Azteca,
MundoFox Los Angeles, and the online news publication, San
Diego Red – all places she has worked with and pitches stories
to, understanding their latest needs and angles.
Jenna Caprara rounds out the core strategic team, named one
of only five top marketing executives in San Diego County by
“SD Metro Magazine” in 2019. As an award-winning media
relations professional, Jenna excels at bringing creative,
strategic ideas and tailoring messages for target audiences,
which can make all the difference for a successful pitch and
press release, or a social media campaign.
The strategic team will be supported by project coordinators who can follow up on all details for media
pitches to be successful, as well as by a team of translators that can turn around Spanish other language
materials quickly and accurately.
We bring a fresh set of eyes and ideas combined with experience serving the Authority on other media and
community relations initiatives. This past experience provides the foundation for quickly understanding
future Authority media pitches, the general subject matter, and your agency methods and protocol.
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Our bilingual NV5 team can conduct translations, as can our media exert Yanula
Ramirez (including on-camera reporting in Spanish). However, to maintain budget, our
subcontractor Lexico provides fast and affordable translations in Spanish, Tagalog,
Vietnamese, Chinese, Korean, Arabic, and more. Lexico provides translation services for
telecommunications companies, financial services, healthcare entities, law firms, nonprofit institutions, cities, and other public agencies.
“NCTD has been working with Lexico for a few years now and we've been extremely
satisfied with all of the documents we’ve sent their way for translation. They’ve offered
a consistent voice for all of our materials that we feel our San Diego market relates to.
We trust Lexico to provide the correct translations for Spanish, Chinese, Tagalog and
any other necessary language that comes our way. Their project manager is very easy
to work with and I would definitely recommend their services." - Kimy Wall, Marketing
and Communications Manager

PROmedia

ProMedia delivers excellent, trusted media relationships with a buyer, Shelley Anderson, who is known as a
tough but fair negotiator. Because they are not being locked into untenable rates, the media often provide
discounted pricing and value-added opportunities not offered to others. Constant practice ensures we know
how different media should be priced to ensure top value for clients’ advertising investments.
•

For each campaign and media type, we issue multiple requests for proposals, with the specifics of
the buy and requested value-added elements.

•

Media proposals are evaluated for cost-effectiveness, value of bonus elements, suitability for the
target audience, and other factors.

•

We thoroughly research target audience media usage to truly understand the audience flow.

•

Top choices are further negotiated to ensure the best possible deal. Negotiations often continue
even after the buy has been placed.

Media that can be considered and evaluated for best use of the budget:
•

Digital media: display, social, video, mobile targeting and retargeting; online local community news
vehicles like Patch.com. Digital media buys are evaluated continuously to ensure optimal
performance; complete analytics are provided.

•

Newspapers: community newspapers in each city/area, plus e-mail sponsorships, ads on the
papers’ website (some can be negotiated as value-added). Such as Valley News, Riverside PressEnterprise, Hemet & San Jacinto Chronicle, Moreno Valley City News.

•

Out-of-home: Digital billboards on Interstate 15, 215, and 60, poster panels, convenience store
posters, and movie theater ads are among media vehicles to be considered.

•

TV/Video: possibly would include ads on zoned cable TV, OTT (“over-the-top” ads on long-form
streaming media such as HULU, Amazon Video, Netflix, YouTube, Sling TV), and in-banner video ads
targeted to specific zip codes and demographics.
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•

Radio: Possibly:15 announcer-read traffic sponsorship spots on local radio stations.

ProMedia’s extensive media buying experience includes Spanish media buying for projects such as:
Digital:

Southern California Association of Governments – 2019
City of El Cajon - 2020

Radio:

Palomar Health – most recently Fall 2020
SDG&E – multiple buys every year from 2004 through 2011
Planned Parenthood of the Pacific Southwest – 2014-2017

TV:

SDG&E – multiple buys every year from 2004 through 2011
Aqui Es Texcoco Restaurant in Chula Vista - prior to 2010

ProMedia’s platform and other tools used by NV5 will provide detailed metrics to track the effectiveness of
all campaigns.

Please see Section 5.0 Appendix for Key Personnel resumes.

3.0 COST, FEE SCHEDULE AND PAYMENT PROVISIONS
This proposal covers on-call communications services to be billed on a time and expense basis in an amount
not to exceed $36,000.00. Below is our current community relations rate schedule for the 2021-2022 fiscal
year.
Name
Gabriela Dow
Rebecca Cole
Yanula Ramirez
Jenna Caprara
Rachel Kulis
Yolanda Art
Susan Duffett
Lauren Clulow
Lidia DeRosa

Title
Project Supervisor
Strategic Advisor
Spanish Media Strategic Advisor
Integrated Marketing Specialist
Community Outreach Specialist
Community Relations Coordinator
Senior Graphic Designer
Graphic Designer
Administrative Support

Hourly Rate
192
188
188
155
155
125
129
115
78

61

Page 12 of 13

EXPENSES
Plotting and In-house Reproduction ...................................................................................1.15 x Cost
Subsistence ..........................................................................................................................1.15 x Cost
Other Expenses - Including Subconsultants & Purchased Services .................................1.15 x Cost
Mileage ................................................................................................................ Per accepted IRS rate
•
•
•
•
•

Mileage and hourly rates charged portal to portal.
Overtime rates for Saturday, Sunday, holiday, or over 8 hours/day: hourly rate plus $32/Hour.
Scheduled meetings not canceled in advance of arrival will be charged actual time, mileage,
and expense incurred.
Per Diem will be billed at cost plus 15 percent.
All rates are assuming no prevailing wages or union pay scale requirements.

Rates are effective through December 31, 2022. If contract assignment extends beyond that date,
a new rate schedule will be added to the contract.
A 10% administrative fee would be added to any invoices paid by NV5, including printing and stock
photo/image purchases. We do not anticipate needing travel or lodging for this scope of work.
The client shall pay the Consultant for basic services within 30 days of receipt of invoice from the
Consultant. In no event shall non-payment of Client by Owner relieve Client’s responsibility to pay Consultant
for Services, basic or additional, approved or authorized by Client.
The fees proposed herein shall apply until December 31, 2022. Due to ever-changing costs, the Consultant
may increase that portion of the contract fee for which work remains to be completed after that date. The
adjustment will be based on the average percentage increase of the new rate schedule over the previous
year. This adjustment may be applied annually if the project extends beyond what would normally be
considered a reasonable project processing and approval period.
NV5’s media relations services will include the use of the Meltwater media coverage platform to help
monitor public sentiment via social media as well as to monitor media coverage.

62

Page 13 of 13

4.0 EXCEPTIONS, ASSUMPTIONS AND EXCLUSIONS
While NV5 will utilize its media list for outreach, any address lists for community engagement will be
provided by the Authority.
For any media training or community meetings, meeting rooms are to be provided by the client, as well as
desks/chairs and AV. NV5 can include a nominal room fee and light refreshments in our budget, but rental
costs, if needed, are not included
Printing costs are not included are not expected to be covered by NV5. Direct costs for postage are also
expected to be covered by the client.
Materials production typically assumes a review process that includes three rounds of consolidated
comments from the client.
The Sweetwater Authority will directly pay invoices for any and all advertising media if a media buy is needed.

5.0 APPENDIX: RESUMES
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RESUMES
KEY TEAM MEMBER RESUMES
Please find below brief resumes of the project supervisor and other key staff members especially related to the
pertinent experience of each key participant who would work on this project—including any subconsultants.

GABRIELA DOW

PROJECT SUPERVISOR
Gabriela is a communications specialist
with more than 25 years of experience
spanning the public, private and nonprofit sector. Her training in facilitation
and mediation from Prudential
Community Interaction Consulting
and as a native Spanish speaker she
has conducted extensive bilingual / bi-cultural facilitation.
Her current focus at NV5 includes managing programs for
public agencies—developing communications strategies that
include facilitation on sensitive topics. She is experienced
in inclusive public outreach and engagement, development
of key messages and incorporation of digital/social media
technology with traditional methods to engage difficult
to reach stakeholders and disadvantaged communities.
Gabriela’s career began in print journalism and television
news, including work at two CNN bureaus, El Latino Spanish
language newspaper and KCBS News. Her political experience
includes press advances for a presidential campaign and work
at the White House Office of Public Liaison (known today as
the Office of Public Engagement). Gabriela also worked as an
intergovernmental affairs officer for Governor Pedro Rossello
before joining a San Diego public affairs firm where she
managed public outreach programs for major environmental
and public works projects.
Gabriela served as the lead facilitator for the Monsanto/ISP
Alginates/Kelco Community Advisory Panel. From 2002 to
2010 and developed and implemented Public Outreach Plans
for e-Gov initiatives (Laguna Hills and Rancho Santa Margarita,
CA; Urbandale, IA, Houston, TX; Abu Dhabi, UAE). In 2012 she
developed and implemented the Communications Plan for the
City of Carlsbad Biotech Incubator. Her experience managing
community relations efforts with NV5 includes service to the
City of Chula Vista, City of Oceanside, Padre Dam Municipal
Water District, Vallecitos Water District, Ross Valley Sanitary
District, and more. She has worked to grow San Diego-based
e-Government tech startups and thus developed her unique
ability to leverage technology as a tool to maximize outreach
and manage results-driven programs.
In January 2014, Gabriela was listed as one of nine “People
to Watch in 2014” by the San Diego Union Tribune Business
section and in March 2015, the UT profiled Gabriela’s
leadership in a feature article titled “Connecting Tech and
Government.” A native of Guadalajara, Mexico, Gabriela

EDUCATION
BA, English, Literature and Communications,
University of California, Los Angeles
Journalism and Intl Relations at Universidad
Complutense in Madrid, Spain (via UCLA)
AWARDS & HONORS
2017 Videography Award for “Innovation Station”
video
2017 Entrepreneur of the Year by Latina Style
Magazine
2018 SDCWA Influencer of the Year
2018 Top Statewide Award for Branding for the
“THIS is Chula.” Awareness Campaign
Excellence in Public Information and
Communication (EPIC) Award from the California
Association of Public Information Officials (CAPIO)
2018 HERMES Award for “THIS is Chula.” Video
– Assn. of Marketing and Comm. Professionals
(AMCP)
2020 EPIC Award, Large Population City of Chula
Vista and NV5 for “THIS is Chula.” Video
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
San Diego City College Industry Advisory Board,
School of Business and Accounting, 2016-Present
San Diego Business Alliance for Water, 2015-2019
Women Who Change the Game Host Committee
Member, 2018
Entrepreneur of the Year, Latina Style Magazine &
Chamber of e-Commerce 2018
Graduate of the San Diego County Water Authority
“Citizen’s Water Academy” 2017
Poway Unified School District Technology Advisory
Committee, 2015 to 2016
Valley Elementary Education Foundation, Board
Member, 2013-2016
Habitat for Humanity, Board President and Vice
President, 1999-2007
Barrio Logan College Institute (BLCI) mentor 19992001
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is fluent in Spanish and offers true bi-cultural engagement for Latino communities. She has provided Hispanic
outreach for multiple public and private sector agencies in the U.S., Mexico and Spain.
GABRIELA’S PROJECT EXPERIENCE
AWARENESS AND ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN | City of Chula Vista. CA: Gabriela served as the project manager
for communications and public awareness and engagement services to Chula Vista. She also provided bilingual
event facilitation with local celebrities, elected officials and key stakeholders, as well as led video production and
engagement with all city departments via internal focus groups to development key messages, branding and
community informational materials.
ADVANCED WATER PURIFICATION PROGRAM | Padre Dam Municipal
Water District. | Santee, CA: Gabriela manages media relations and
elected official outreach.
UTILITIES DEPARTMENT COMMUNICATIONS | City of Oceanside, CA:
Working with the team to develop a communications plan and media
relations strategies and implementation.
STAKEHOLDER OUTREACH FOR MULTIPLE PROJECTS | City of
Carlsbad, CA: Gabriela led media tours for the “Life in Action” campaign
and created/managed the Stakeholder Working Group for the City’s
Sustainable Mobility Plan.

YANULA RAMIREZ

Spanish Media Strategic Advisor
Yanula Ramirez is an Emmy-award winning Spanish Media specialist with experience as a
reporter, producer, anchor and consultant. She is best known as the lead host of Univision
San Diego’s morning news program, Despierta San Diego, and most recently for her on-air
segments promoting SDG&E, UCSD, Wells Fargo, The San Diego Latino Health Coalition and
the San Diego Opera. In addition to her experience as on-air talent for Univision San Diego,
she has also worked for Telemundo 33, TV Azteca, MundoFox Los Angeles and the online
news publication, San Diego Red.
During the pandemic, one of her most passionate projects has been
collaborating with the San Diego Latino Health Coalition on PSA’s to highlight
the importance of COVID-19 prevention for the Latino community, the most
vulnerable population affected by the pandemic in California. Yanula’s social
media expertise is also focused on the impact created by COVID-19; as she
works via Theorie Consulting, a niche firm, specializing in expanding local
small businesses’ audience and reach so that these establishments may
continue to thrive despite the pandemic.
Yanula earned an Emmy Award from the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences for her work in 2013,
and was nominated for another Emmy the following year. Her work as an Editorial Collaborator for San Diego Red
included writing opinion editorials in Spanish targeted at a young, bilingual demographic. As a News Reporter for
Mundo Fox Los Angeles, she covered breaking news during the evening newscasts, executed live shot coverage and
updating social media platforms with breaking news.
San Diego Latino Health Coalition – COVID-19 Outreach, October 2020: HTTPS://WWW.DROPBOX.COM/S/
IZ61AV851YJJ0F2/YANULA%20RAMIREZ%20-%20LATINO%20HEALTH%20COALITION%20-%20COVID.XSPF?DL=0

San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) promo spots, 2020: HTTPS://WWW.DROPBOX.COM/S/1UG4WSLE8OBTMXU/
YANULA%20RAMIREZ%20-%20SDGE%20Q_A%205.MP4?DL=0

San Diego OPERA: https://www.dropbox.com/s/b4pzc0ocay4cqdv/Yanula%20Ramirez%20-%20San%20Diego%20
OPERA%20-OCT%202020.mp4?dl=0
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GABRIELA VASALLO

Translation Supervisor
Gabriela Vasallo is a Certified English/Spanish Translator and the President
of Lexico, a full-service translation and communications agency with offices
in San Diego, CA and Miami, FL. With more than ten years of experience as
a professional translator and communications specialist, Gabriela has helped Fortune 500
companies, non-profit organizations, and small businesses effectively communicate with the
U.S. Hispanic market and Latin America.
Gabriela works with clients in numerous industries by using culturally-relevant messages
to connect their brand and make it resonate with Hispanic customers. Telecommunications companies, financial
services, healthcare entities, law firms, and non-profit institutions have all substantially benefited by using
Gabriela’s knowledge and skills to meet their communications goals and create stronger ties with their target
consumers.

JENNA (BROSSMAN) CAPRARA

Integrated Marketing Specialist/Media Specialist
Jenna has over 14 years of experience in the public relations, community outreach and
marketing field. She’s managed award-winning campaigns for clients including nonprofits
serving disadvantaged communities, public agencies, real estate developers, retail,
restaurants and national associations. Her expertise includes media relations, crisis
communications and integrated marketing campaigns.
A skilled communicator who excels at tailoring messages for target audiences to achieve
the greatest impact and desired results, Jenna’s expertise includes community outreach,
integrated marketing project management, media relations, behavior-change campaigns, large-scale event
planning and management, social media and copywriting.
Example projects showcasing Jenna’s experience include:
• Media Relations/Project Launch Support for Carlsbad Connector Pilot, City of Carlsbad, CA, North County
Transit District (NCTD) and San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG)
• Media Relations, Community Relations and CIP Outreach, City of Menifee, CA
• Media Relations and Community Outreach/Events, Pure Water Oceanside, City of Oceanside, CA
• Media Relations, Event Management and Promotion, North County Transit District (NCTD), San Diego, CA
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REBECCA COLE
Strategic Advisor

Rebecca has 26 years of communications experience. A director of communications at NV5, Rebecca
manages public affairs and community relations programs for infrastructure improvement programs
and has developed and implemented award-winning public affairs programs for local governmental
agencies that span Southern California.
She specializes in public outreach for government agencies and cities with unique expertise in water
including drinking, recycled, wastewater, IPR, emergency water storage and water conservation. Rebecca also specializes
in construction relations and environmental projects. She collaborates with elected officials, media representatives and
civic groups throughout the San Diego region and on the statewide and national stage to achieve successful outcomes and
important project milestones using a range of proven communication tactics.
Rebecca has worked on controversial, high-profile projects in some of the most vocal and organized communities in the
county. Weaving a variety of proven traditional and contemporary communication strategies and techniques into her
campaigns, her tactics consistently achieve successful results by initiating open dialogue, facilitating collaboration and
fostering credibility that turns ardent opponents into passionate supporters
Rebecca’s efforts have garnered national and local award recognition from the Public Relations Society of America,
California Public Information Official (CAPIO) and the Association of Marketing and Communication Professionals including
the coveted PRSA Silver Anvil Award for Best Communication Program.

RACHEL KULIS

Community Outreach Specialist
Rachel is a community outreach specialist, managing public affairs and community relations programs
for projects throughout the region. She has 25 years of communication experience, specializing in
the development and implementation of award-winning public involvement, community outreach and
marketing programs for government agencies and not-for-profit organizations.
Rachel specializes in construction outreach for high-profile engineering and construction programs to improve water
infrastructure by clarifying key messages, developing and implementing strategies, preparing notifications and social media
content and overseeing video production.
Her experience includes managing and supporting communication efforts for a multitude of water infrastructure projects
including Pure Water Oceanside, San Diego County Water Authority’s (SDCWA) Pipeline 3 Relining from La Mesa to
Sweetwater Reservoir, SDCWA’s Mission Trails Flow Regulatory Structure II, City of Carlsbad’s Avenida Encinas Sewer
Improvement and Recycled Water Pipeline Project, City of Oceanside’s Downtown Water and Sewer Replacement project and
SDCWA’s Emergency Storage Project — Olivenhain Dam and San Vicente Pipeline.
Rachel’s work has successfully informed stakeholders of the purpose, need, benefits and potential impacts of infrastructure
projects, ensuring the long-term success of often controversial programs.
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ATTACHMENT 3

TAMAR COMMUNICATIONS
9923 Vía de la Amistad, Suite 106
San Diego, CA 92154

Sweetwater Authority
505 Garrett Avenue
Post Office Box 2328
Chula Vista, CA 91912-2328

Letter Proposal

Dear Sweetwater Authority,
As a journalist and a long-time resident in Chula Vista, I am familiar with the safe and reliable water service the
Authority offers. The request for On-Call Communications Consulting Services is a great opportunity for those
inside and outside the service area to learn about its true assets.
For the last two years, my firm, TAMAR Communications, has had the privilege of sharing news with the binational
Spanish-speaking news media through different contracts, working closely with communications managers, and
amid the pandemic, has been able to provide translation services to nourish their social media, and had led the
Spanish-Language media buy.
TAMAR Communications is uniquely qualified to do more to serve the Sweetwater Authority through this contract:
TAMAR is:
-Versatile- Over the years it has provided a variety of communication services for its clients, as needed, while
keeping its rates extremely competitive.
-Collaborative- It has a proven record of working successfully within established organizations; that is why its
contracts are renewed time and again. It is not a clock-watcher; it is there when needed.
-Strategic- It help its clients to develop successful strategies not just implement them. It treats them like its longterm partners who want them to succeed.
-Connected- It has cultivated important relationships at media companies in both sides of the border, relationships
that deliver value to its clients.
-Multicultural- It provides high-quality general market and multicultural marketing services in English and Spanish,
under one roof. It conceptualizes campaigns this way from the beginning, producing content that works in English
and Spanish, saving time and money.
-Home-grown- It is familiar with Chula Vista. Its president, along with her family, live in Chula Vista.
As its president, I can attest to the greatness of the Sweetwater Authority, and it would be a privilege to share that
greatness through this contract. My goal in the ensuing pages is to show you how what TAMAR Communications
can do.
Tatiana Martinez
President TAMAR Communications

1
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Section I- EXPERIENCE RELATED TO SPANISH-LANGUAGE TRANSLATION AND MEDIA SERVICES
Company Name: TAMAR Communications
Address: Via de la Amistad, Suite 106. San Diego, CA. 92154
Telephone: (619) 884-0526
Authorized Representative: Tatiana Martinez, President.
Experience
The following is a sampling of the multicultural and binational communications services that TAMAR has
provided for its clients.
The City of Chula Vista- This notable multicultural City in its effort to enhance its communication’s
services and media outreach to the Spanish-speaking community has been working with TAMAR for the
last two years. TAMAR has been successfully sharing the City’s news with the binational Spanish-speaking
news media working closely with Ms. Anne Steinberger and other City Staff, has been able to provide a
continuous stream of translation services to nourish the City of Chula Vista’s social media, had led the
Spanish-language Media Buy, and has performed services that complement and support communications
and outreach activities during fundamental awareness campaigns, such as Chula Vista Redistricting 2021,
COVID-19, and #ChooseChula #BuyLocal. Under a previous contract, it also led the Spanish-language
outreach effort for Measure P.
The San Diego Museum of Art: This leading cultural institution initially hired this firm to promote to the
Latino and Baja California media news two historic acquisitions by painters Francisco Zurbaran and
Joaquin Sorolla. The media outreach was so successful that TAMAR has been retained yearly to conduct a
public relations campaign to promote the museum to Spanish-speakers from Baja California to Los
Angeles County, to develop strategies that establish the SDMA as an institution that empowers its
community in ways that respects its diversity and culture, and to assist staff in building community
partnerships with non-profits and other organizations to reach Spanish speaking audiences.
Tijuana Innovadora: This began as a biennial, two-week-long conference to showcase the innovation
occurring in the Tijuana-San Diego region. In ten years, it is evolved to be a citizens’ movement to lead
innovation in the border region. Since its inception in 2010, Tatiana Martinez leading her communication
firm, has provided the communication infrastructure for Tijuana Innovadora north of the border. This
work involved providing a wide range of services, including:
-Developing and implementing a public relations campaign in Spanish to promote the conference to
Spanish-speaking media in San Diego County to Los Angeles.
-Identifying key organizations that could help promote the conference and introducing the event and its
underlying themes to them.
-Organizing press conferences in English and Spanish, and developing all written materials to support the
conferences, including press releases, fact sheets, presentations, etc.
-Responsible for Media Buy and report of ad buy results on Southern California.
-Assist staff in building community partnerships with non-profits and other organizations to reach Spanish
speaking audiences in both sides of the border.
La Jolla Playhouse- this cultural institution advances theatre as an art from and as a vital social, moral,
and political platform for the leading artists of today and tomorrow. TAMAR has offered its services in
numerous times to promote its plays among the Spanish-speaking audience on both sides of the border.

3

71

Fly, based on the novel Peter and Wendy; and Kiss my Aztec! by John Leguizamo were the most recent
original plays promoted by Tatiana Martinez, leading her firm TAMAR.
This work involved:
-Organizing press conferences in Spanish, creating, and pitching news releases, scheduling interviews with
the producers and actors.
-Inviting influential binational leaders.
San Diego Gas & Electric- this energy services holding company has requested TAMAR’s services
whenever it wants to reach the Spanish-speaking media outlets on both sides of the border. When there
is a need to increase awareness on the use of electric cars, to understand the new tariff system, to reduce
the electric use on the Latino’s homes or when the county is under the risk of outages, TAMAR is called to
deliver a fast and effective service.
The New American Museum- this museum that celebrate America’s past and promise, and provides
educational and cultural programs and activities that explore our diverse immigrant experiences, has
requested TAMAR services to assist the Museum in crafting campaigns, promoting events, develop
strategies to establish the Museum as an institution that empowers its community in ways that respects
its diversity and culture, and to reach the leading Spanish-speaking media outlets in both sides of the
border.
SECTION II- CLIENT REFERENCES
-Anne Steinberger. Director of Marketing and Communication. City of Chula Vista. 619.409.5446.
asteinberger@chulavistaca.gov
Work: Spanish-Language media during COVID-19, Translations Services, Media Outreach.
-Kari Kovach. Chief Operating Officer. The San Diego Museum of Art. 1450 El Prado, San Diego, CA.
619.696.1946 kkovach@sdmart.org
Work: Develop PR campaigns in Latino/Mexican media to promote the museum and major exhibitions.
-Linda Caballero Sotelo. Executive Director. The New Americans Museum. 2825 Dewey Road, Ste.102, San
Diego, CA 92106. 619.756.7707 linda@namuseum.org
Work: Developed PR relations campaign to promote exhibits at the museum.
SECTION III- CONSULTANT INFORMATION
Tatiana Martinez, President.
Address: Vía de la Amistad, Suite 106. San Diego, CA. 92154
Telephone: (619) 884-0526
Email: Tatiana.martinez@tamar.uno
TAMAR Communications: 2.5 years in business
Sole Proprietor.
No employees. Additional work is handled by associates.
Chula Vista Business License Number: 089967
Biography:
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Tatiana Martinez, President TAMAR Communications
Ms. Martinez have dedicated her three-decade career to telling cross-border stories. In Mexico, she
worked as a news correspondent and anchor for some of the leading media companies such as Televisa,
Radio Formula, W Radio, Uniradio y Radio Mexicana; in the United States, she worked for Univision Radio
Los Angeles. She also worked for some of the Tijuana’s newspapers such as El Informador de Baja
California and El Mexicano, and for Mujer Actual and Tijuaneo magazines, among others. In 2012, she
directed the initiative to bring influential San Diego leaders to the internationally acclaimed conference
Tijuana Innovadora. And she managed marketing efforts for the most influential cultural institution in
northwest Mexico, the Centro Cultural Tijuana, CECUT. She partnered CIMA, a communication firm, that
served the City of Chula Vista, as well as other well-known companies and institutions such as San Diego
Gas & Electric, the San Diego Museum of Art, Tijuana Innovadora, the New Americans Museum, the
University of San Diego School of Business, among others. She founded TAMAR Communications that
continues serving the City of Chula Vista, the San Diego Museum of Art, Tijuana Innovadora and San Diego
Gas & Electric, among others.
Staffing:
This project will be overseen by TAMAR Communications’ President, Tatiana Martinez, a veteran
communication professional respected on both sides of the border, who has deep and personal contacts
across San Diego County and Baja California, from directors of non-profit organizations to cultural leaders
to high-ranking government officials.
TAMAR associates’ work will be included as needed.
Johana Saretzki, Marketing- Community Relations
Ms. Saretzki hails from Colombia, South America with a background in communications, journalism, and
international marketing. Prior to her 10 years at Mingei International Museum serving as the Marketing
and Community relations manager, Johanna worked in art galleries in Santa Fe, NM, and Hawaii and was
responsible for successfully marketing the San Diego Natural History Museum’s Dead Sea Scrolls
exhibition to the Hispanic community in both sides of the border as well as other exhibitions like Pompeii
and Body Works. With more than 15 years of experience in communications and marketing, Johanna has
honed her public relations and marketing skills while interfacing with different cultures and business
environments.
Experience
The following is a sampling of the multicultural and binational communications services that TAMAR has
provided for its clients.
The City of Chula Vista- This notable multicultural City in its effort to enhance its communication’s
services and media outreach to the Spanish-speaking community has been working with this firm for the
last two years. TAMAR has been successfully sharing the City’s news with the binational Spanish-speaking
news media working closely with Ms. Anne Steinberger and other City Staff, has been able to provide
translation services to nourish the City of Chula Vista’s social media, had led the Spanish-language Media
Buy, and has performed services that complement and support communications and outreach activities
during fundamental awareness campaigns, such as Chula Vista Redistricting 2021, COVID-19, and
#ChooseChula #BuyLocal. Under a previous contract, it also led the Spanish-language outreach effort for
Measure P.
The San Diego Museum of Art: This leading cultural institution initially hired this firm to promote to the
Latino and Baja California media news two historic acquisitions by painters Francisco Zurbaran and
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Joaquin Sorolla. The media outreach was so successful that TAMAR has been retained yearly to conduct a
public relations campaign to promote the museum to Spanish-speakers from Baja California to Los
Angeles County, to develop strategies that establish the SDMA as an institution that empowers its
community in ways that respects its diversity and culture, and to assist staff in building community
partnerships with non-profits and other organizations to reach Spanish speaking audiences.
Tijuana Innovadora: This began as a biennial, two-week-long conference to showcase the innovation
occurring in the Tijuana-San Diego region. In ten years, it is evolved to be a citizens’ movement to lead
innovation in the border region. Since its inception in 2010, Tatiana Martinez leading her communication
firm, has provided the communication infrastructure for Tijuana Innovadora north of the border. This
work involved providing a wide range of services, including:
-Developing and implementing a public relations campaign in Spanish to promote the conference to
Spanish-speaking media in San Diego County to Los Angeles.
-Identifying key organizations that could help promote the conference and introducing the event and its
underlying themes to them.
-Organizing press conferences in English and Spanish, and developing all written materials to support the
conferences, including press releases, fact sheets, presentations, etc.
-Responsible for Media Buy and report of ad buy results on Southern California.
-Assist staff in building community partnerships with non-profits and other organizations to reach Spanish
speaking audiences in both sides of the border.
La Jolla Playhouse- this cultural institution advances theatre as an art from and as a vital social, moral,
and political platform for the leading artists of today and tomorrow. TAMAR has offered its services in
numerous times to promote its plays among the Spanish-speaking audience on both sides of the border.
Fly, based on the novel Peter and Wendy; and Kiss my Aztec! by John Leguizamo were the most recent
original plays promoted by Tatiana Martinez, leading her firm TAMAR.
This work involved:
-Organizing press conferences in Spanish, creating, and pitching news releases, scheduling interviews with
the producers and actors.
-Inviting influential binational leaders.
San Diego Gas & Electric- this energy services holding company has requested TAMAR’s services
whenever it wants to reach the Spanish-speaking media outlets on both sides of the border. When there
is a need to increase awareness on the use of electric cars, to understand the new tariff system, to reduce
the electric use on the Latino’s homes or when the county is under the risk of outages, TAMAR is called to
deliver a fast and effective service.
The New American Museum- this museum that celebrate America’s past and promise, and provides
educational and cultural programs and activities that explore our diverse immigrant experiences, has
requested TAMAR services to assist the Museum in crafting campaigns, promoting events, develop
strategies to establish the Museum as an institution that empowers its community in ways that respects
its diversity and culture, and to reach the leading Spanish-speaking media outlets in both sides of the
border.
Section IV- QUALIFICATIONS
TAMAR Communications is uniquely qualified to do more to serve the city’s residents through this
contract.
TAMAR is:
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-Versatile- Over the years it has provided a variety of communication services for its clients, as needed,
while keeping its rates extremely competitive.
-Collaborative- It has a proven record of working successfully within established organizations; that is why
its contracts are renewed time and again. It is not a clock-watcher; it is there when needed.
-Strategic- It help its clients to develop successful strategies not just implement them. It treats them like
its long-term partners who want them to succeed.
-Connected- It has cultivated important relationships at media companies in both sides of the border,
relationships that deliver value to its clients.
-Multicultural- It provides high-quality general market and multicultural marketing services in English and
Spanish, under one roof. It conceptualizes campaigns this way from the beginning, producing content that
works in English and Spanish, saving time and money.
-Home-grown- It is familiar with Chula Vista. Its president, along with her family, live in Chula Vista.
TAMAR offers:
-Translation Services: As-needed translation services for messaging on social media, talking points, press
conferences, community meetings and other events.
-Communication support: Planning, strategy, and implementation of strategic campaigns targeted to the
Spanish-speaking community.
-Writing services: Prepare and/or translate press releases, media advisories, brochures, social media, web
content, talking points, etc.
-Community outreach: Create and develop messaging that can have an impact among the City’s
residents. Pitch messages that are easy to understand for Spanish-speaking individuals on both sides of
the border.
-Media buying and analytics reporting: Stretch an initial modest advertising budget by delivering
engaging content with pinpoint accuracy. Advise and coordinate the Communication Department about
the best Spanish-speaking media outlets for Media Buy. Provide the analytics of the media campaigns.
-Media support services: Pitch news stories, schedule interviews, do coaching to City Staff, give
interviews in Spanish.
-Media relations in both sides of the border: Complement the City’s Communications Department by
coordinating interviews in Spanish for news outlets on both sides of the border.
Details:
During TAMAR Communications’ work for the City of Chula Vista over the last two years, TAMAR
encountered eagerness to learn about the leading efforts of the City to aid the public during this
pandemic. The crisis that everybody is facing has highlighted the need the residents have to learn about
the multiple services that the City offers to better assist them. The innovative approach taken by the City
to increase its bilingual communication on social media and media outlets to outreach a bigger audience
sparked stories that were replicated widely. TAMAR communications had an active role on this effort.
Section V- COST SECTION
TAMAR’S hourly fees for its services are as follows:
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Management Partner……………. $150 per hour
Associate consultant………………$125 per hour
Junior consultant…………………...$100 per hour
General Clerk……………………………$75 per hour

Taken into consideration the budget indicated on the Request for a Proposal issued by the Sweetwater
Authority on as-needed basis, not-to-exceed $50,000 in fiscal year 2021-2022, TAMAR recommends a
monthly fee of $4,000.00 which will include an average of 30 hours per month, no to exceed 40 hours per
month. This will allow the Sweetwater Authority to receive the level of services that complement and
support their communications and outreach activities. No additional costs are estimated to be incurred. If
payments to third parties are necessary to be made because of a specific request of the Sweetwater
Authority, the approval of the Authority would have to be obtained.
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TO:

Governing Board (Legislative Affairs and Communications Committee)

FROM:

Carlos Quintero, General Manager
Leslie Payne, Public Affairs Manager

DATE:

March 1, 2022

SUBJECT:

Consideration of Application for the CivicSpark Fellows Program

SUMMARY
CivicSpark is a Governor’s Initiative AmeriCorps program dedicated to building capacity
for local public agencies to address community resilience issues such as climate
change, water resource management, housing, and mobility. CivicSpark is a program of
the Local Government Commission. Each year, CivicSpark recruits Fellows to build
local public agency capacity for a period of 11 months. During their service year,
CivicSpark Fellows implement a needed sustainability and resilience project while
building long-term capacity to ensure the work is sustained after their service year is
completed.
Authority staff is proposing to apply for a Fellow to serve the agency in FY 2022-23.
Applications are being accepted beginning in February 2022, and interviews and
placements will occur later this year. If approved by the Board, Authority staff will submit
the application in March. The proposed project for the prospective candidate is to
develop a Climate Action Plan, including a watershed and land use analysis. The Fellow
would have the opportunity to work remotely (if requested) but could also work onsite at
an Authoirty office. Due to the application deadline for this program, staff is requesting
authorization from the Board to move forward with this process and allocate funds in the
next fiscal year budget.
FISCAL IMPACT
The cost is $29,000 for the program stipend. There is no cost at this time, but the
Authority would need to include $29,000 in the FY 2022-23 Budget if the fellowship is
awarded.
POLICY / STRATEGIC PLAN
Strategic Plan Goal 5: Workforce Development and Constructive Labor Relations (WD)Attract, retain and develop a highly-skilled, adaptable workforce; Equip employees to
effectively and safely perform their jobs and prepare for career advancement; Promote
constructive labor relations.
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Memo to: Governing Board (Legislative Affairs and Communications Committee )
Subject: Consideration of Application for the CivicSpark Fellows Program
March 1, 2022
Page 2 of 2
ALTERNATIVES
1. Apply for the CivicSpark Fellows program and allocate funds in the FY 2022-23
Budget to cover the program stipend.
2. Other action as determined by the Governing Board.
RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends applying for the CivicSpark Fellows program and allocate funds in
the FY 2022-23 Budget to cover the program stipend.
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