From: noreply@sbid.us

To: public-comment
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Public Comment
Date: Monday, March 6, 2023 7:20:43 PM

Public Comment

Speaker's Request Form

Members of the public may submit written public comments; however, as of March
8, 2023, written comments will no longer be read aloud during the Board meeting.
Submissions will be forwarded to the Governing Board.

Any person with a disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to
participate in a meeting should direct such request to the Board Secretary at (619) 409-
6703 at least forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting, if possible.

For best results, compose your comments in your favorite word processing software and

use the copy/paste function to place your comment in the form.

First Name Andrew

Last Name Smith

Address Field not completed.
City Alpine

State CA

Zip Code 91902

Meeting Date and Time 3/8/2023 6:00 PM

| would like my Public Comment
comment read under:

Enter Your Comment This is a jumping off point for Sweetwater Authority. You can do
the right thing and restore Loveland Reservoir to (at least)
minimum pool levels (the ones you disregarded in 2021) - repair
the fishing pier that was paid for by CA taxpayers, and reopen
the lake to recreational activities, including fishing. Work with the
Department of Fish and Wildlife to replace all the fish you killed
by unnecessarily draining the lake. Do your best in earnest to
mitigate the environmental and habitat destruction you’ve
caused. Make no mistake - SWA'’s irresponsible and frankly
reckless decision making regarding Loveland Reservoir are
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squarely to blame for the annihilation of the environment and
wildlife habitat. Do the rignt thing now and fix this - and with it
maybe salvage a shred of public trust in your utility.

Or, you can continue to drain the lake and cause further damage
to the environment and habitat, continue to take a valuable
firefighting water source from Cal Fire, and continue to refuse to
honor the easement administered during the 1996 land swap
with the Forest Service. You can keep lying to the public about
anything more than pennies a month savings from the water
transfer, you can keep lying about needing to drain the lakes to
repair dam valves when your own contractor said it could be
done without drainage. Now your Chairman, Hector Martinez at
your last board meeting makes threats to close the lake forever
and later realizing the idiocy of those comments tried to self
correct by suggesting the people of East County form their own
authority and buy it from SWA - a pathetic attempt to try to
squeeze money out of taxpayers and others to bail you out from
years of irresponsible decisions by SWA'’s board.

But the public isn’t dumb to this. SWA can keep having local
media write fluff pieces choc full of their litany of attempted
justification for draining the lake. Meanwhile San Diegans are
taking notice and sooner or later, the truth will prevail.

This isn’t about a bunch of East County anglers, people whom
the Sweetwater Authority thinks of as toothless, uneducated
hicks complaining about having one less fishing hole. This is
about SWA being held accountable for the harm they’ve done to
the environment, the habitat of wildlife and the fish and birds that
have died off as a result their underhanded, dishonest draining of
Loveland Reservoir, it's about the increased fire risk to nearby
residents without the minimum pool in place as a water source
for local firefighters. And it's about Honoring the land swap
easement from 1996 - providing daily sunrise to sunset access
for recreation to all residents. The land swap you wouldn’t have
been able to make had you not agreed to that easement.

So, Mr Martinez and the Sweetwater Authority board: What will
be your choice? Will you do what is right and fix the damage
you've caused? Or will you continue the cascade of lies to the
public and media attempting to justify your theft from the
residents of Alpine and East County and the resulting
destruction, further eroding public trust?
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From: noreply@sbid.us

To: public-comment
Subject: Online Form Submittal: Public Comment
Date: Wednesday, March 8, 2023 4:32:40 PM

Public Comment

Speaker's Request Form

Members of the public may submit written public comments; however, as of March
8, 2023, written comments will no longer be read aloud during the Board meeting.
Submissions will be forwarded to the Governing Board.

Any person with a disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to
participate in a meeting should direct such request to the Board Secretary at (619) 409-
6703 at least forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting, if possible.

For best results, compose your comments in your favorite word processing software and
use the copy/paste function to place your comment in the form.

First Name Russell

Last Name Walsh

Address B Montiel Truck Trl, Trail
City Jamul

State CA

Zip Code 91935

Meeting Date and Time 3/8/2023 6:00 PM

| would like my Public Comment
comment read under:

Enter Your Comment My name is Russell Walsh

At the last Sweetwater board of directors meeting, a presentation
by General Manager Carlos Quintero and Eric Del Bosque
showed images of erosion and damage where the Loveland
minimum pool and public recreation once was. Staff presentation
included proof of destruction of the US congress facilitated, Hud
funded fishing float, which Sweetwater promised to be in deep
water in perpetuity, that instead had only a total of 11 years of
public use before Sweetwater decisions to put it in the dirt in the



middle of the river channel, not drought, destroyed it.

GM Quintero explained that he had been in communication with
the Forest Service to inform them of an effort to restore public
access.

Following staff comments, Chairman Hector Martinez unilaterally
canceled Federally protected legal public opportunities at
Loveland Reservoir with his insertion of the claim that the public
must fix what this board's decisions have broken, and even buy
back access to the location. The Chairman totally contradicted
staff efforts. Given his powerful position at Sweetwater,
Chairman Martinez effectively warned General Manager Quintero
off the job of restoring public access and use this spring.

Martinez also stated that the Sweetwater board of directors had
had discussions about a “special recreation” district, paid for by
citizens “out there”, to restore and reopen Loveland. | follow
these meetings very closely. | have made many public records
searches on Loveland where any documented agenda item or
other recorded discussion with stakeholders about a “special
district” would have come up. Other advocates are looking for
proof that the board had ever discussed this in compliance with
Brown Act rules.

| am concerned about private meetings between two or more
directors based on these facts

| am also very disappointed that all directors had nothing to say
about Chairman Martinez’s inappropriate cancellation of the 1996
land swap public recreation rights and the efforts of staff to
restore them in a timely manner.

Please make a public announcement rescinding the Chairman’s
comments and the implications of bullying away public rights he
made and replace it with a commitment to allow access and
make progress towards matching the last publicly vetted, and
easement-protected public set-asides from the 1996 Forest
Service Land Swap.

Thank you.
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