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1. CHARGES FOR WATER SERVICE
1.1. Metered Service

A. Meter Charge —Fixed charge, previously known as the Readiness-to-Serve Charge,
is for domestic, commercial, industrial, public authority, and commercial-other
customers. These charges are effective January 1, 2026, were approved with
adoption of the Sweetwater Authority (Authority) Governing Board’s Resolution
23-20, and are set forth below.

Meter Size Bi-monthly Charge
>/8x 3/ inch $ 3144
linch 46.48
1-12 inch 84.10
2-inch 129.24
3-inch 249.60
4-inch 385.02
6-inch 761.18
8-inch 1,212.56
10-inch 3,168.56
Monthly charge = Bi-monthly charge divided by 2
Daily charge = Bi-monthly charge divided by 60 days

Fixed charges for irrigation meters are effective January 1, 2026, were approved with
adoption of the Authority Governing Board’s Resolution 23-20, and are set forth

below.
Meter Size Bi-monthly Charge
5/8x3/4 S 36.29
1inch 60.48
1-1/2inch 120.96
2-inch 193.54
3-inch 387.08
4-inch 604.80
6-inch 1,209.62
8-inch 1,935.40
10-inch 5,080.42
Monthly charge = Bi-monthly charge divided by 2
Daily charge = Bi-monthly charge divided by 60 days
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B. Charges for the water delivered through the meter are in addition to the Meter

Charge.

1.2. Water Commodity Charge

A. A variable commodity charge for all water used based on units of one-hundred (100)
cubic feet (HCF) (or 748 gallons) and billed in two (2) components: (1) The Authority’s
Commodity Charge, which covers the cost of supplying, treating and distributing
water from any of the Authority’s sources, including imported water, and (2) the San
Diego County Water Authority (SDCWA) Wholesale Water Purchase Charge, which
includes the SDCWA Municipal and Industrial Untreated Supply Rate, Transportation
Rate, and Treatment Rate, and covers the cost of purchasing and importing water

from SDCWA when necessary.

B. The SDCWA Wholesale Water Purchase Charge also recovers revenue to fund the
Authority’s rate stabilization fund, which will be used exclusively to offset impacts of
reduced local water supply on rates. These charges are effective January 1, 2026,
were approved with adoption of the Authority Governing Board’s Resolution 23-20,

and are set forth below.

SDCWA
Based on Units Authority Wholesale Water
of Water Served Charge Purchase Charge
S/HCF S/HCF
Single-family Residential:
Tier 1: 0-4 HCF 5.30 $0.57
Tier 2: 5-13 HCF 5.75 0.57
Tier 3: 14-24 HCF 5.90 057
Tier 4: 25+ HCF 8.00 0.57
Multi-family Residential 6.12 0.57
Commercial 6.12 0.57
Public Agency 6.12 0.57
Irrigation 6.12 0.57
Other - Construction 6.12 0.57
Industrial 6.12 0.57
Fire Protection 6.12 0.57

1.3. SDCWA and Metropolitan Water District (MWD) Charges

A. These charges reflect the pass-through charges from SDCWA and MWD. These
charges are effective January 1, 2025, were approved with adoption of the
Authority Governing Board’s Resolution 23-20, and are set forth below.
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B. Thesix (6) components that apply to the pass-through charges are as follows:

effective 01/01/2026

1) The Infrastructure Access Charge (IAC) funds a portion of SDCWA'’s fixed costs. It
is determined on the basis of the size of the meter serving a parcel and is a fixed
charge levied on all retail meters within the service area.

Meter Size Bi-monthly Charge
>/8 inch $9.10
1-inch 14.56
1-1/2inch 27.30
2-inch 47.32
3-inch 87.36
4-inch 149.24
6-inch 273.00
8-inch 473.20
10-inch or larger 709.80
Monthly charge = Bi-monthly charge divided by 2

2) The Customer Service Charge is the Authority’s allocation of SDCWA'’s cost to
support its customer service function. This charge is based on a seven (7) year
rolling average of water purchased from SDCWA and is zero dollars and 3.8
cents or $0.038 per HCF.

3) The Emergency Storage Charge is the Authority’s allocation of the costs of
SDCWA'’s Emergency and Carryover Storage Program. This charge is based on a
seven (7) year rolling average of water purchased from SDCWA and is zero
dollars and 9.8 cents or $0.098 per HCF.

4) The Supply Reliability charge is the Authority’s allocation of the costs associated
with SDCWA'’s reliable water supplies. This charge is based on a seven (7) year
rolling average of water purchased from SDCWA and is zero dollars and 6.3
cents or $0.063 per HCF.

5) The MWD Readiness-to-Serve charge is the Authority’s allocation of the cost of
MWD'’s charge to collect costs associated with standby and peak water deliveries
and emergency storage. This charge is based on an agency’s ten (10) year rolling
average of firm demands and is zero dollars and 1.1 cent or $0.011 per HCF.

6) The Capacity Charge is the Authority’s allocation of the cost of MWD’s charge to
collect the cost of providing peak capacity. This charge is based on the maximum
daily flow of water purchases over the three (3) previous fiscal years and is zero
dollars and 2 cents or $0.022 per HCF.
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1.4. Separate Private Fire Protection Lateral

These charges are effective January 1, 2026 and were approved with adoption of the
Governing Board’s Resolution 24-05:

Bi-Monthly Installation

Lateral Size Charge Charge
1-inch or less 1.18 By estimate only
1-1/2inch 3.46 By estimate only
2-inch 7.40 By estimate only
3-inch 21.50 By estimate only
4-inch 45.82 By estimate only
6-inch 133.08 By estimate only
8-inch 283.60 By estimate only
10 and over 510.04 By estimate only

Monthly charge = Bi-monthly charge divided by 2

2. INSTALLATION CHARGES
2.1. Charges for Water Main, Water Appurtenances, Meter and Lateral Service

The charge for water main, water appurtenances, meter and lateral installations will be
based on actual cost and requires an initial deposit based on an Engineering Department
estimate. A final bill for costs not covered by the deposit or refund of excess deposit will
be made to the customer upon completion of the work.

In addition, capacity fee charges will be collected for the SDCWA and the Authority with
collection of the initial deposit as required in the Rates and Rules, except as described
below relating to residential developments.

For “designated residential development projects” as defined in Government Code
section 66007, the customer can choose whether to pay the SDCWA capacity charges on
the date the first certificate of occupancy or first temporary certificate of occupancy is
issued, whichever occurs first, or at an earlier time. The amount of such fees and charges
shall be the same amount as would have been paid had the fees and charges been paid
prior to the issuance of building permits.

For any other residential developments, the customer can choose whether to pay the
SDCWA capacity charges on the date of the final inspection or the date the certificate of
occupancy is issued, whichever occurs first, or at an earlier time, at the rate then in effect
at the time of payment.

If a customer chooses not to pay the SDCWA capacity charges until the issuance of a

certificate of occupancy or final inspection (as applicable), the final bill for costs will
include such amounts due.
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Pursuant to action of the Governing Board on September 25, 2019, costs for installing new
facilities are ineligible to be financed through a payment plan with the Authority.

A. Reduction in meter size on existing lateral: No service charge orrefunds will apply.

B. Relocation of meter and lateral: The charge for meter and lateral relocations will be
based on actual cost and requires an initial deposit based on an Engineering
Department estimate. A final bill for costs not covered by the deposit or refund of
excess deposit will be made to the customer throughout the project as needed and
upon completion of the work.

As discussed in Section 2.1.A, costs for installing new facilities are ineligible to be
financed through a payment plan with the Authority.

C. Increase in meter size: Charge will amount to any difference in the standard meter
charge and cost of the new lateral; and will be based on actual cost and requires an
initial deposit based on an Engineering Department estimate. A final bill for costs not
covered by the deposit or refund of excess deposit will be made to the customer
throughout the project as needed and upon completion of the work. The charge will
also include any difference between the SDCWA capacity charge and the Authority
capacity fees as required in the Rates and Rules. As discussed in Section 2.1.A, costs
for installing new facilities are ineligible to be financed through a payment plan with
the Authority.

2.2. Fire Hydrants

A. Charges for fire hydrants will be for actual installation costs.

B. The charge for meter and lateral installations will be based on actual cost and requires
an initial deposit based on an Engineering Department estimate. As discussed in
Section 2.1.A., costs for installing new facilities are ineligible to be financed through a
payment plan with the Authority.

C. Afinal bill for costs not covered by the deposit or refund of excess deposit will be
made to the customer upon completion of the work.

2.3. Utility Payments

A. In addition to the above water lateral, fire hydrant, and fire protection lateral installation
charges, a charge for utility permit fees and applicable inspection deposits will be made to
reimburse the Authority for such fees paid to that agency where work is performed.

B. The amount of the fees and deposits will be determined at the time of application for
service as established by that agency having that jurisdiction. A final bill for costs not
covered by the deposit or refund of excess deposit will be made to the customer upon
completion of the work.
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2.4. Fringe Benefit and Overhead Charge

Employee fringe benefit and overhead expenses are included in construction costs when
Authority labor is used to install, maintain, or repair facilities and are a percentage of all
labor time charged to the project.

Effective January 1, 2026:

Fringe Benefit Charge 116%
Overhead Charge 61%
Total Employee Fringe Benefit and Overhead Charge 177%

3. TEMPORARY SERVICE
3.1. Construction Meter

A. A Meter charge will apply for this type of service equal to the monthly charge for a
three (3) inch meter as stated in Section 1.1.A.

B. Charges for service for less than a thirty (30) day period will be prorated.
C. The water commodity charge will be as stated in Section 1.1.

D. The SDCWA-MWD surcharge is as stated in Section 1.3.B.1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
and 6.

3.2. Additional Charges for Temporary Meters

Meter Size Approximate Capacity Installation Deposit
3-inch 400 GPM $ 3,500.00

A. The following shall be deducted from the meter deposit once the meter has been
returned to the Authority, and the closing bill will be calculated as follows:

1) Anyunpaid charges for minimum monthly fees or water use.
2) The cost of any repairs required or replacement of parts lost or damaged.

3) The cost of a spanner wrench if one was issued and not returned — forty dollars
(540.00).

B. Ifthereis a balance due, a closing bill will be mailed; if there isa credit balance, a
refund check will be processed.

C. Ifthe closing bill has not been paid within eight (8) weeks after the final bill is

rendered, the account will be referred to the Authority’s collection agency due to
nonpayment.
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D. Unauthorized use of water through fire hydrants or other Authority facilities either by
direct means or through the tampering of a temporary meter shall be subject to an
administrative fine of one-thousand ($1,000) dollars, plus the estimated cost of
unauthorized water which will be billed to the responsible party.

4. OTHER FEES, CHARGES, AND DEPOSITS

4.1. | After Hours Service $170.00

4.2. | Abandonment of Service Actual
All lateral sizes

4.3. | Billing Fee for Non-Compliant Floating Meters

A. | Failure to report the monthly read for billing purposes 115.00
B. | Failure to renew the required fire permit 230.00
C. | Exceedingthe twelve (12) month period for having a temporary 350.00
floating meter without Authority approval
4.4. | Credit Card Chargeback/Reversal Fee 30.00
4.5. | Delinquent Accounts
A. | Late Fee 45.00
B. | Handling Fee 90.00
C. | lllegal Connection Fee 245.00
D. | Damaged Padlock or Barrel Lock 25.00
. E. | Damaged 3/4-inch Locking Device 60.00
. F. | Damaged 1-inch Locking Device 60.00
. G. | Universal Locking Device 150.00
. H. | Damaged 3/4-inch Locking Pipe Plug 60.00
I. | Damaged 1-inch Locking Pipe Plug 90.00
4.6. | Deposit for Meter Test 170.00
4.7. | Drought-Related Fines

Administrative fines may be levied for violations of
prohibited water conservation measures. See the Drought
Response Plan for detailed information on these fines.

4.8. | Easement Quitclaims

Process the removal of an Authority easement from a property
as requested by the property owner. A value may be assessed,
applicable to the easement, if it is determined that the
Authority or its predecessor provided compensation to acquire
the easement.

1,000.00
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4.9. | Easement Granted by the Authority Actual cost,

Process the granting of an easement from the Authority as including staff

requested by the property owner. A value may be assessed, fringe benefits and

applicable to the easement, if it is determined that the overhead, legal

easement has value based on an appraisal. and consulting
costs, and
easement value if
applicable

4.10.| Encroachment Agreement Actual cost,

Process easement encroachment requested by the property including staff

owner. fringe benefits and
overhead, and
legal and

consulting costs

4.11.| Emergency Shut-Off Service
5/8-inch through 2-inch meter service 70.00
3-inch and larger meter service Actual cost,

including staff
fringe benefits and

overhead

4.12. | Estimated Service Damage Charge 500.00
4.13. | Fire Flow Tests (per hydrant or location) 1,800.00

Fire hydrant flow tests requested to complete fire sprinkler

calculations or to determine available flow in a specific area.
4.14. | Hydraulic Flow Analysis (per hydrant) 800.00
4.15.| Missed Water Connection Appointment 55.00
4.16.| Remote Services 1,040.00

Remote water services are not in compliance with the
Authority’s construction specifications. This fee recovers the
cost to process the approval by the General Manager for a
remote water service requested by the property owner, for a
parcel that is land-locked and does not front a water main in an
Authority easement or public right-of-way.

4.17 | Property Grant Deeds Actual costs
Process the transfer of Authority-owned property, or an interest| include staff

in such property, to another party through a grant deed. A value| time with fringe

may be assessed, applicable to the property interest, if it is benefits and
determined that the Authority-owned property has value based | overhead, legal
on an appraisal. and consulting

expenses, and
the appraised
property value if
applicable.
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4.18.| Water Supply Assessment, Plan Review

Administrative fee assessed at the time of application submittal 700.00
to recover the Authority’s costs for evaluating whether the (Additional costs
existing service line and meter can adequately serve the may be assessed
existing and proposed improvements on the parcel. if a design

For residential garage conversions, accessory dwelling units, review is

and similar minor residential improvements. required)

All other projects Actual Cost,

including staff
fringe benefits,

overhead,
consultant
services, and
legal costs
4.19. | Returned Check Charge 30.00
4.20. | Security Deposit No Fee;
A security deposit will be determined by the meter size for Estima?ted
the property. deposit to be
returned to
customer
4.20. Document Reproduction Fee
Black and White |Fee Per Copy Maps (Color Only) | Fee Per Copy
81/2x11 € 0.10 8-1/2x11 $15.00
5172 %14 & 0.10 8-1/2x14 $20.00
11 x 17 g 0'20 8-1/2x17 S 25.00
$3.75 11x 17 $30.00
24 x 36 ( 75/SF) 24 x 36 $50.00
Color Electronic Records
8-1/2x 11 $ 1.60 Including, but not Direct cost plus
8-1/2x 14 S 1.60 limited to: the current
8-1/2x 17 $ 1.80 Video, CD, DVD staff costs
11x 17 $2.380 Mailing Service Fee
24 x 36 $10.00 Envelope $0.50
| Postage per ounce USPS Rate

5. CAPACITY FEES

5.1. Collection of capacity fees is necessary to allocate the cost of existing infrastructure to
new water connections or to existing water connections which require additional capacity
to serve the property due to change in use or expansion of use.
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5.2. Thisfee was established per Resolution 17-02 on January 25,2017:
A. Single-Family Residential:

Effective Date ‘ Capacity Fee (1) ‘ Unit (2)
July 1, 2021 ‘ $5,490 ‘ Equivalent Dwelling Unit

1) Updated as of July 1, 2021 based on the 2021 Capacity Fee Study.

2) Equivalent Dwelling Unit = Single Family Residential Account, based on gallons
per capita per day pursuant to the Authority’s 2020 Urban Water Management

Plan (90), and the average household size per US Census data (3.3 persons per
household).

B. Other (Multi-Family Residential, Mobile Home, Irrigation or Commercial):

Estimated Usage Factor of Base EDU
EDU | (3)(gallons per day) Capacity Fee (4)
All Customers-Base 1 297 100%
Multi-Family Services 1 165 56%
Mobile Home Park
Services 1 107 36%

1) Based on FY water use presented in the 2020 Urban Water Management Plan.
2) Discussion of EDU factors can be found in the 2021 Capacity Fee Study.
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