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Community Workshop Ground Rules

• Public discussion, not a debate

• Everyone should have an opportunity to speak

• Listen to and respect other points of view
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Today’s Agenda

• Purpose of meeting​
• About Sweetwater Authority 
• What are PFAS?​
• EPA regulations ​
• PFAS testing results​
• Potential solutions​
• Public comment/Q&A​
• Next steps/community workshops
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About Sweetwater Authority

• Provide water service to 200,000 people in a 36-mile 
service area 
- National City
- Bonita 
- Western and central portions of Chula Vista
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Sweetwater Authority Water Sources
• Water delivered through 400 miles of pipeline from four 

main sources:
- Groundwater wells in National City
- Storage of local runoff/surface water at Loveland Reservoir 

(Alpine) and Sweetwater Reservoir (Spring Valley) 
- San Diego Formation Wells in the lower Sweetwater River 

basin 
- Purchase of imported water from San Diego County Water 

Authority and the Metropolitan Water District
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Video Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izLgoWHqcJE


PFAS Explained
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Where are PFAS Found?
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EPA PFAS Mapping  
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Source: EPA PFAS Analytics



EPA PFAS Mapping – Water only   
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Source: EPA PFAS Analytics



Cost of PFAS Remediation
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Source: AECOM/Bank of America



Regulations and Testing – California
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• State of California and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) are taking significant steps to address PFAS

• California has one of the most comprehensive PFAS testing and 
monitoring programs in country

• Sweetwater has received monitoring orders from the State's 
Division of Drinking Water (DDW) and reports under this 
program



Regulations and Testing – Federal
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• Enforceable EPA regulations of six PFAS with the lowest level set at 
4 PPT (parts per trillion) taking effect in 2029.

• In April 2024, EPA required public water systems to perform one 
year of initial quarterly monitoring by 2027, in order to meet new 
standards by April 2029.

• Sweetwater completed second round of initial monitoring in 
January 2025, while conducting required monitoring per 
Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR-5).



EPA PFAS Metrics Explained
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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA)

PFAS Regulation & Detection Levels
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PFOA 400 ppt

PFOS 200 ppt

PFOA & PFOS 70 ppt

PFOA & PFOS 4 pptPFOS 40 ppt

PFOA 20 ppt PFOS & PFOA 4 ppt PFOS & PFOA 4 ppt



CA Response and Notification Levels

CA Response Level — The state has set a “response level” for PFAS in drinking water. If PFAS 
levels reach “response level”, the water agency is required to either:
•Notify the public of the Response Level Exceedance
•Utilize treatment or blending
•Take the water source offline 

CA Notification Level — The state has set a “notification level” for PFAS in drinking water. 
Wholesale water providers are required to:
•Notify local government agencies within the service area 
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Testing Results Received – January 2025
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Testing Results — Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA)
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9.4 ppt

11.4 ppt



Testing Results — Perfluorohexanesulfonic acid (PFHxS)
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6.7 ppt 9.4 ppt
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We are Taking Action



What Can You Do
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*Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency



What Can You Do? 
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To learn more, please visit www.epa.gov/pfas

EPA’s Steps to Reduce PFAS Risk.               EPA’s Water Filter Fact Sheet 

*Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

https://www.epa.gov/pfas/meaningful-and-achievable-steps-you-can-take-reduce-your-risk

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/water-filter-fact-sheet.pdf

http://www.epa.gov/pfas
https://www.epa.gov/pfas/meaningful-and-achievable-steps-you-can-take-reduce-your-risk
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/water-filter-fact-sheet.pdf
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*Updated February 2025



Potential Solutions for the Future
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• This is a critical moment for us to plan for 
new EPA regulations

• Important to plan now because of significant 
costs associated with treating PFAS

• Advanced filtration systems require major 
investments in infrastructure and ongoing 
operational costs

• Switching to imported water adds significant 
cost

Fiscal 
Responsibility

Transparency 
& Rapid 

Response

Health & 
Safety



PFAS Public Outreach Efforts
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• Committed to engaging community and stakeholders throughout the process
• Hosting four workshops to engage customers and community

Meeting Type/Format Location Date/Time

Community Advisory Working Group Chula Vista January 28, 5 p.m. 

Community Workshop #1 National City Feb.  3, 5:30 p.m.

Community Workshop #2 Chula Vista February 13, 5:30 p.m.

Community Workshop #3 Bonita February 19, 5:45 p.m.
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Visit 

www.sweetwater.org/

PFAS 

Call us at 

(619) 409-6786

Attend a meeting

Sign up for our 

email list

Email 

PFAS@sweetwater.

org 

http://www.sweetwater.org/PFAS
http://www.sweetwater.org/PFAS
mailto:PFAS@sweetwater.org
mailto:PFAS@sweetwater.org


PFAS Education Page Resources
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• Workshop materials and video of presentation
• Questions from all workshops 

www.sweetwater.org/PFAS



Q&A
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