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Purpose

• Meet and discuss a variety of topics per 
Board direction

• A platform for community to actively engage in the 
projects and initiatives of the Authority

• Provide feedback/recommendations to the Authority
• Limited to residents, ratepayers, property owners, and members of the 

business community within the Authority’s service area
• Spanish translation is available
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Ground Rules

• Public discussion, not a debate
• Everyone should have an opportunity to speak
• Listen to and respect other points of view



Agenda
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1. Welcome & Introductions
2. About PFAS
3. Sweetwater Authority PFAS Education Progress
4. Key PFAS Terms Defined
5. Testing and Results 
6. Timeline 
7. How to Stay Involved
8. Questions



5



6

Play video

https://www.sweetwater.org/DocumentCenter/View/4399/Media1
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Notification Levels (California)

CA Notification Level
The state has set a “notification level” for PFAS in drinking water, which is: 
• A concentration of a contaminant in drinking water 
• Set based on scientific information 
• Does not pose a significant health risk but warrants notification
• Non-regulatory, health based advisory levels

Wholesale water providers are required to:
• Comply with Health and Safety Code requirements within 30 days of a 

confirmed detection
• Notify the retail water systems governing body and the governing body of any 

local agency whose jurisdiction is supplied by the retail agency
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Response Levels (California) 

CA Response Level
The state has set a “response level” for PFAS in drinking water, which is: 
• A concentration of a contaminant in drinking water where additional steps 

beyond notification are required to reduce public exposure 
• A non-regulatory, health based advisory level

Wholesale water providers are required to:
• Comply with the Health and Safety Code requirements within 30 days of a 

confirmed detection
• Take the source out of use (blend or utilize treatment) or provide public 

notification within 30 days of a confirmed detection
• Additional notification requirements required such as: mail or direct delivery of the 

notice, email, posting on the agency’s website, newspaper, social media, etc. 
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PFAS Testing Regulations: What’s Changed
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On October 29, 2025, the State Water Resources Control Board – Division of Drinking 
Water (DDW) issued new and revised NLs and RLs for several PFAS.



PFAS Snapshot: Testing through Jan. 2026
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• Three PFAS compounds are currently above California Notification Levels: 
▪ PFOA: Notifications performed during December 2024
▪ PFHxS: Notifications performed during December 2024
▪ PFOS: Notifications performed during December 2025

• Two compounds are being closely monitored because they are near State Response Levels: 
▪ PFOA, limit is 10 ng/l, current QRAA is at 8.4 ng/l
▪ PFHxS, limit is 10 ng/l, current QRAA is 8.6 ng/l

• Recent operational changes, including the Loveland transfer have contributed to declining PFAS 
levels



14

Testing Results: Sweetwater Reservoir



Testing Results: Sweetwater Reservoir
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Testing Results:  Perdue Water Treatment Plant - 
Clearwell Effluent
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PFAS Monitoring Orders: What’s Required
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PFAS Monitoring Order (Dec. 2025)
• Requires one year of quarterly monitoring for each of the Authority’s 15 water sources. 

Most of the source water monitoring has already been completed under previous 
monitoring orders.

2022 Order (Ongoing)
• Requires continued quarterly monitoring with no set end date, monitoring continues 

until the State directs otherwise.



Progress Toward Long-Term Treatment
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• Operational Blending Strategy: Transferred water to Sweetwater Reservoir to reduce 
PFAS concentrations below state and federal response thresholds.
• (March 2025): Transferred 8,000 acre-feet
• (Nov/Dec 2025): Transferred 8,500 acre-feet

• Testing & System Analysis: 
• Year-long PFAS monitoring completed
• Expanded testing and comprehensive system study underway

• Technical Expertise & Treatment Planning: 
• Tetra Tech engaged (May 2025) to evaluate treatment options
• Carollo Engineers pilot study launched (Dec 2025) for long-term treatment 

technologies



Advocacy & Policy Engagement on PFAS
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Authority actions
• Advocated with policymakers for PFAS mitigation funding, regulatory clarity, and 

polluter accountability
• Worked to prevent PFAS treatment costs from shifting to customers and stabilize 

future rates
• Coordinated with water agencies to elevate shared regulatory and funding needs

Why it matters
• Supports clear regulations for water providers
• Helps hold polluters accountable
• Protects ratepayers from bearing full financial burden of PFAS treatment



Advocacy & Policy Engagement on PFAS
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What can you do? 
• Scan the QR code to email your state legislators and urge them to allocate more 

Proposition 4 funding for PFAS treatment and mitigation

List of Representatives
• California State Assembly – Assemblymember David Alvarez

Assemblymember.Alvarez@assembly.ca.gov
• California State Senate – State Senator Steve Padilla Senator.padilla@senate.ca.gov
• U.S. Senate – Senator Alex Padilla

Senator_Padilla@padilla.senate.gov
• U.S. Senate – Senator Adam Schiff

Senator_Schiff@schiff.senate.gov
• U.S. House of Representatives – Congressman Juan Vargas (CA-52)

Juan.Vargas@mail.house.gov



How to Stay Involved
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Email: PFAS@sweetwater.org to share your support or ask questions
Phone: (619) 409-6786 for questions or concerns
Stay Informed: Sign up for PFAS updates at sweetwater.org/list.aspx (select 
“PFAS Education”)

Sign Up For Our 
Email List!

Email 
PFAS@sweetwater.org 

Attend Meetings

Call Us At
(619) 409-6786

Visit 
www.sweetwater.org/
PFAS 

mailto:PFAS@sweetwater.org
mailto:PFAS@sweetwater.org
http://www.sweetwater.org/PFAS
http://www.sweetwater.org/PFAS
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Questions?



Thank You!
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